
  

 

 
IP Fellows to Host International Attorneys and Present  
Patent Law Survey at Symposium on Friday, April 11 
 
Professor Randy Berholtz and a Research Team of IP Fellows 
will host a symposium for patent attorneys and students to 
hear from patent examiners in key jurisdictions, international 
attorneys and representatives from pharmaceutical and  
biotechnology companies. 
  
“I would like to encourage you all to come to our Thomas  
Jefferson School of Law Conference on the Topic of Where  
to File: A Framework for Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical 

Companies to Develop an International Patent Filing Strategy that will be held at the law school on Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.,” said Professor Berholtz. 
  
The goal of the symposium is to provide a learning opportunity and a venue for attorneys and students to network 
on a global scale. The all-day event will draw attorneys from all around the globe including India, South Africa,  
Europe, Brazil, Australia and China, as well as representatives from the European Patent Office and the State  
Intellectual Property Office (China). 
  
The Team will be presenting the survey results, and hosting a series of panel discussions with international patent 
attorneys regarding the strategies currently used, the major international patent filing systems, and the concept of  
a World Patent. This event will be open to students, faculty, staff, alumni and community members interested in the 
topic. California attorneys in attendance can elect to receive up to 7.5 hours of CLE credit. 
  
The event will be held in room 323 and is free for TJSL faculty, staff, alumni, students and non-TJSL students.  
 
Guests are $15, San Diego County Bar Association Members (seeking MCLE credit) are $50 and non-TJSL California 
attorneys (seeking MCLE credit) are $75. Refreshments and beverages will be provided and there will also be a few 
door prizes. 
  
If you would like to attend, please register today and complete the online form.  

April 7, 2014 

 

http://alumni.tjsl.edu/events/index.asp?eventid=337
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TJSL Spring Class of  2014 Valedictorian is  
Kimberly Roth and the Commencement Speaker  
is  Judge Roger Benitez  
 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law's Spring Commencement will be held on  
Saturday, May 17, 2014, 10 a.m., at Copley Symphony Hall located in down-
town San Diego. Approximately 215 graduating students will receive Juris 
Doctor degrees. 
  
Kimberly Roth, graduating Summa Cum Laude will be addressing the audi-
ence as Valedictorian. “I’m really excited to be Valedictorian of my graduating 
class,” said Roth. “It means all of my hard work over the past three years paid 
off! These past three years have flown by, but I am eager to graduate, pass the 
bar, and enter the real world!” 
  
In addition to tutoring and mentoring other law students, Roth currently  
interns at the Attorney General's Office. She has previously interned for  
Disability Rights California and for the San Diego County Office of the District 
Attorney. 
  
During her time in law school, Roth served as Editor for Thomas Jefferson's 

Law Review and Vice Chair of TJSL's Moot Court Competition Team – which Roth describes as representing some  
of her most memorable experiences at TJSL. “Our team is like a family to me and I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
hard for competitions with my fellow teammates,” she said. 
  
“I was fortunate to take classes with some of the best professors around that were enthusiastic about the subjects 
they taught, happy to be teaching, and willing to go out of their way to see their students succeed,” said Roth – who 
credits Professors Susan Bisom-Rapp, William Slomanson, Aaron Schwabach, Marybeth Herald, Julie Greenberg,  
Anders Kaye, K.J. Greene, Jane Seigel, Carmela Simoncini and Paul Spiegelman, for helping her develop her research, 
writing, and oral advocacy skills. 
  
“I owe a huge thank you to everyone that helped me to be successful in law school. Most importantly, I would not  
be where I am today without the continuous love and support from my parents, sister, and friends. Their encourage-
ment helped me work hard and push through the late study nights at the library and all-nighters at Lestat’s Coffee 
House,” added Roth. 
  
The doors will open at 9 a.m. at Copley Symphony Hall, 750 B Street, San Diego. The graduation ceremony starts 
promptly at 10 a.m. 
 
The Spring 2014 commencement speaker is  Board of Trustees member Judge Roger Benitez ‘78. The Honorable 
Roger T. Benitez was first appointed to the Superior Court of California in 1997, after previously working in general 
practice with a law firm. He served as Presiding Judge of the Appellate Division before being appointed as a United 
States Magistrate Judge for the Southern District in 2001. In 2004, he was appointed to the District Judge position  
he now holds.  Judge Benitez has sat by designation numerous times with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and also 
has sat on assignment in Arizona, Guam and Saipan.  He is a charter member of the Wallace Inn of Court, currently 
chairs the Southern District's IT Committee and is a member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Committee on Financial 
Disclosure, having been appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts.  

 

Valedictorian Kimberly Roth 

Commencement Speaker Judge 
Roger Benitez ‘78 

https://plus.google.com/107433665629483521616/about?gl=us&hl=en
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Diverstiy Week Panel hosted by the Middle Eastern Law  
Student Association and the Jewish Student Union  
 
On April 2nd, the Middle Eastern Law Student Association(MELSA) 
and the Jewish Student Union (JSU) hosted a diversity panel in light 
of TJSL’s annual Diversity Week for the students and staff at TJSL.  
The diversity panel titled, Culture Shock: How Background Affects 
Profession, was centered on discussion relating to how the panel-
ists’ cultural or ethnic background impacts his or her career. The 
five panelists who were present on Wednesday included Jennifer 
Litwak, Arshan Amiri, Salim Khawaja, Patricia Zlaket, and Angela  
Jae Chun.   

 
Taly Haghighi, the President of MELSA stated, “The panelists had a lot of great advice to give, and we are so thankful that 
such a diverse group of attorneys were able to take time out of their day for this event.” 
 
Upon completion of the panel discussion, the panelists and guests moved to the 8th floor for a Networking Mix and Mingle. 
The Kebab Shop and Grilled House Café catered lunch for the occasion. The gathering on the 8th floor was a great oppor-
tunity for the students to get even more insight from the panelists in a casual environment. Rachel Baum, the President  
of JSU stated, “it is events such as these that demonstrate how two, very diverse groups, can come together and provide  
a panel for their members where everyone is able to relate in ways they may not have thought of before.” 

Professor Dyson to Speak at 60th Anniversary of  
Brown v. Board of Education Decision on April 11  

Professor Maurice Dyson will be speaking to a prestigious and 
historic gathering of national experts, policymakers, attorneys 
and scholars which include Jack Greenberg, Erwin Chemerinsky, 
The Hon. Nathaniel Jones, Charles Hamilton Houston, Jr., at a  
conference commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Brown v. 
Board of Education decision.  Professor Dyson will speak on the 
Brown decision and offer a blueprint for the future of public  
education which is expected to draw large crowds and spark  
a conversation about the direction of education reform in the 
country.  

  
"I am honored to be a part of this historic and pivotal dialogue that brings together some of the most committed and 
sharpest minds to consider how we can improve and implement effective educational models that deliver quality school-
ing, and equal opportunity which closes the national achievement gap." 
  
According to the University of Missouri-Kansas City website "This historic gathering will take place at UMKC April 10  
and 11. Co-sponsored by the UMKC School of Law and Michigan State School of Law, Pursuing the Dreams of Brown  
and the Civil Rights Act will bring together the litigants, attorneys, and others who were actually involved the Supreme 
Court’s landmark 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education, the passage of the 1964 Civil Right Act, as well as the 
subsequent struggle for diversity and equality in education spanning the sixty years since the Brown decision. 
 
Pursuing the Dreams will provide the audience an unparalleled interaction with those who have made history in the 
struggle for educational equality. Nationally known experts, as well as community leaders, will expand the perspective 
and add another dimension to those interactions. The symposium will also be an opportunity to look forward to the  
challenges that remain sixty years after Brown. 
 
All symposium sessions, including The Joseph Cohen Lecture: Reflections on Brown, are FREE and open to the public. No 
RSVP is required. Please check the program link for session times and locations. 

 

 

http://law.umkc.edu/pursuingthedreams/
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Professor Bisom-Rapp to Speak at Emory Law School  
on April 26  

Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp has been invited to speak at 
Emory Law School at A Workshop on Labor and Employment 
Law, which takes place April 25-26. The Workshop is part of 
a year-long celebration of the 30th anniversary of The Femi-
nism and Legal Theory Project, which is directed by Emory 
Professor Martha Albertson Fineman. Professor Fineman  
began the project at Wisconsin Law School in 1984, then 
moved it to Columbia Law School when she joined that faculty, 
took it to Cornell Law School when she served on Cornell’s  
faculty, and moved it finally to Emory Law School, where she  
is a Robert W. Woodruff Professor. 

  
The April workshop will consider how issues affecting women should be analyzed and discussed at a time when 
laws against gender discrimination have been on the books for half a century, the problems of women workers  
are diverse, and the way people work has changed significantly. Professor Bisom-Rapp is presenting her pa-
per Navigating Gender Equality Deficits in a Post-Egalitarian, Intersectional World of Changing Work: The Case of 
Women’s Poverty in Retirement. The paper sets out a model, which was initially developed with her frequent co-
author Malcolm Sargeant, for understanding why the poverty rate of women 65-years old and up is nearly double 
that of men of the same age. She argues that to understand the forces that produce this unbalanced result, policy 
makers must pay careful attention to the lives of girls and women both in terms of the decisions they make and the 
obstacles they confront. However, in solving the problem, Professor Bisom-Rapp recommends an approach that  
recognizes gender problems but moves beyond them to craft solutions that address the vulnerability of male and 
female workers, and improve the lives of retirees overall. 
  
Professor Bisom-Rapp met Professor Fineman in 1993 when the former began her doctoral work at Columbia Law 
School. Professor Fineman was chair of Professor Bisom-Rapp’s dissertation committee. While she was in residence 
at Columbia, Professor Bisom-Rapp worked for Professor Fineman as her assistant coordinator of the school’s  
Women in the Legal Profession History Project. After defending her dissertation in 1996, Professor Bisom-Rapp 
joined the Thomas Jefferson School of Law faculty. In 2004, at Professor Bisom-Rapp’s invitation, Professor Fine-
man, who had by that time joined the Emory faculty, agreed to travel to San Diego to give Thomas Jefferson’s annual 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecture. In 2005, Thomas Jefferson’s Women and the Law Project joined with Emory’s Femi-
nism and Legal Theory Project to co-host a two day conference in San Diego, The Global Impact of Feminist Legal 
Theory. Joining with Professors Fineman and Bisom-Rapp in organizing that conference was Professor Linda Keller, 
who now is Associate Dean at Thomas Jefferson. 
  
“I’m very much looking forward to celebrating the important work and the 30th anniversary of the Feminism and 
Legal Theory Project,” said Professor Bisom-Rapp. “Reconnecting with my mentor and the many good friends who 
will participate in the workshop will be a career high point for me.” 
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VITA Tax Clinic is Open for 17th Season of  
Free Tax Return Services  
 
From now until April 12, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program operated by Thomas Jefferson School of Law’s 
Tax Law Society, a student organization, will provide free  
income tax return preparation for students, low-income  
families, senior citizens and others who can’t afford profession-
al tax services or are unable to complete their own tax forms. 
  
Since 1998, TJSL students have annually offered this service  
to the San Diego community. The clinic’s student volunteers 

receive training to become IRS-certified, operate the TaxWise software, interview clients effectively and assemble  
a proper tax return. 
  
The TJSL tax clinic is open to walk-in clients on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-7 p.m. 
  
The Tax Law Society is advised by TJSL Professor Richard Winchester, a former attorney in the national tax office of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, who is a national authority on employment tax policy and the taxation of  closely held 
businesses. 
  
The tax clinic is located in the Law Clinic office at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law in the East Village area of 
downtown San Diego. 
  
Items you need to bring to the TJSL Tax Clinic to have your tax returns prepared are: 
 
 Proof of identification 

 Social Security Cards for you, your spouse and dependents and/or a Social Security Number verification letter 
issued by the Social Security Administration 

 Wage and earning statement(s) Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, from all employers 

 Interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1099) 

 A copy of last year's Federal and State returns if available 

 Bank Routing Numbers and Account Numbers for Direct Deposit 

 Total paid for day care provider and the day care provider's tax identifying number (the provider's Social  
Security Number or the provider's business Employer Identification Number) 

 To file taxes electronically on a married filing joint tax return, both spouses must be present to sign the required 
forms. 

 
For more about the IRS VITA program, visit  
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Free-Tax-Return-Preparation-for-You-by-Volunteers. 

 

http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Free-Tax-Return-Preparation-for-You-by-Volunteers
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Business Law Society Hosts First Annual Drive:  
Pitch & Mix Event Featuring over 100 Local Business  
Owners and Entrepreneurs 
 
On Friday, March 28th, the Business Law Society hosted DRIVE 2014, its 
first annual Pitch & Mix event. The combination Pitch-Night/Mixer saw 
student entrepreneurs pitch their business ideas to a panel of judges in 
a format akin to ABC’s SHARK TANK before receiving feedback in the 
form of questions and dialogue about their businesses.  
 
Business ideas ranged from health sciences—including intravenous vit-

amin therapy and a cure for cancer—to e-commerce and social networking portals aimed at taking a piece of the 
market away from companies like eBay and MeetUp. Moreover, a couple of the businesses even featured a legal bent: 
one a new tax software solution founded by a practicing tax attorney and the other a non-profit organization aimed 
at providing victim-support during the period following prosecution. David Duwe, a German student pursuing his 
MBA at San Diego State University, won the competition with his pitch for Aspyrian Therapeutics, a new start-up 
based in San Diego that focuses on developing novel, targeted therapies for cancer treatments. 
 
Following the Pitch contest, guests were invited to the 3rd floor lobby for a Business Mixer wherein local entrepre-
neurs could connect with business-minded students from the San Diego legal community. 
 
Business Law Society would once again like to thank all of the sponsors who contributed time and money to make 
this event a rousing success, and we look forward to seeing you all next year! 
 
Business Law Society at Thomas Jefferson School of Law was founded in 2013 for the purpose of creating a forum 
wherein a marriage between the academic and the applied may take place. The Business Law Society provides op-
portunities for its members to gain valuable knowledge about Business Law and provides a mechanism for these 
students to develop the skillset required for a successful career in Business Law. | 
 
Our programs are aimed at increasing legal awareness and support for the students involved with our organization 
while providing an opportunity for students to share and exchange ideas concerning Business Law. Through this, 
they are introduced to other business-minded law students and exposed to different career options as they get con-
nected with the local business community within San Diego. By allowing our students the chance to meet those who 
have gone before and forged their own paths to success, we are creating an occasion for students to get a hands-on 
look at how to carve out their own piece of the market. Moreover, by inviting businesses to join us, we are fostering 
relationships that will have real-world implications as we prepare the next wave of successful entrepreneurs and 
business leaders.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about the Business Law Society or would like to join the organization, please 
email bls@tjsl.edu.  

 

2014-2015 TJSL National Trial Team Try-Outs  
 
Orientation Session April 9, 6 p.m. Room 219 / Try-Outs April 25 - 26  
  
The Mock Trial Team provides students with an opportunity to develop  
their trial advocacy skill . Students chosen for the Team will practice  
several times per week, honing trial skills such as direct examination,  

cross examination, opening statement and closing argument. Those chosen for competitions will compete  
against other schools nationwide. For more information, or to receive a application email Professor McCoy 
at Lmccoy@tjsl.edu 

mailto:bls@tjsl.edu
mailto:Lmccoy@tjsl.edu
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Jakgeem Mays '10 Promoted to Legal Affairs  
Specialist at NBCUniversal  
 
Hard work pays off, and no one knows that better than TJSL 
alum, Jakgeem Mays ’10. After setting a goal to attend law 
school and transition into television, Jakgeem was recently 
promoted to the newly created Specialist, Legal Affairs role for 
NBCUniversal’s Cable Entertainment Group.  Jakgeem will 
draft and negotiate various agreements and handle other legal 
matters (e.g., rights, chain-of-title analysis) in connection with 
the development and production of scripted and unscripted 
programming at E!, Esquire Network, Wilshire Studios, Bravo, 
and Oxygen.  

  
During his 1L year, Jakgeem learned about the T. Howard Foundation Internship Program through career services 
who encouraged him to apply. A non-profit organization, the T. Howard Foundation is committed to increasing eth-
nic diversity in the multimedia and entertainment industry. Jakgeem was selected after a competitive interview pro-
cess and landed a paid internship at 20th Century Fox.  
  
“Fox is known as a difficult studio to get into, so doors began to open for me after that – I clerked at a major immi-
gration law firm and was hired for an internship at SAGAFTRA in the spring of my 2L year.” Of career services 
Jakgeem says, “Whether providing a pep talk or useful information, Career Services helped me from day one.  Assis-
tant Dean for Career Services Beverly Bracker saw in me what some days I couldn’t see in myself.” 
  
Halfway through law school, Jakgeem made the ultimate sacrifice and moved to Los Angeles after it was stressed to 
him the importance of taking advantage of networking opportunities in the industry. “While this created many chal-
lenges, at the end of the day I was positioned to take advantage of additional internships (Gospel Music Channel, 
NBCUniversal, etc.) and networking opportunities and eventually one day I got a call to come work in Business Af-
fairs at NBC Entertainment / Universal Television.” 
  
Jakgeem is proud of the barriers he has broken to get where he is today. “As a practical matter, NBCUniversal typi-
cally hires lawyers from Top 20 law schools.  When I first returned to NBCUniversal as a licensed attorney, I was told 
there was no opportunity for me here.” However he continued to pursue his dream, stating that, “Tenacity and per-
severance kept me going when I wanted to quit. It’s really true what they say – winners do what losers are not will-
ing to do.”  He is excited to bring his years of experience in entertainment and most important, passion for the indus-
try to this new position. 
  
The entertainment industry is fiercely competitive, but for those interested in pursuing this path Jakgeem advises, 
“It is imperative to take advantage of as many networking opportunities and internships as you can. Know your au-
dience and be respectful of their time; more important, be professional. There are hundreds of people competing for 
one position. You will get a lot of no’s but it only takes one yes to jump start your career.” 
  
Jakgeem will join other TJSL alums practicing in the entertainment and sports law in a panel discussion to offer  
their experiences and advice on Saturday, April 12, at 1 p.m. in Room 325.   
 
 RSVP today.  

 

http://alumni.tjsl.edu/events/index.asp?eventid=340
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Citations Added March 30, 2014 - April 7, 2014 
 
Aaron Schwabach 
Books: 

INTERNET AND THE LAW: TECHNOLOGY, SOCIETY, AND COMPROMISES (2d ed. ABC-CLIO 2014) 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
Radio: 

BDS against Israeli policies, The Burt Cohen Show, WSCA, Portsmouth, NH, April 7, 2014 

Radio: 

The BDS movement against Israeli policies, Flashpoints, KPFT (Pacifica), Houston, TX, March 31, 2014 

Radio: 

The BDS movement against Israeli policies, Flashpoints, KPFA (Pacifica), Berkeley, March 25, 2014 

 

Marybeth Herald 
Books: 

YOUR BRAIN AND LAW SCHOOL (Carolina Academic Press 2014) 

Presentations: 

Teaching Relational Competencies and Emotional Intelligence, Law and Psychology Conference, University of Nevada Law 

School, Las Vegas, Nevada (February 21, 2014) 

 

Meera E. Deo 
Presentations: 

Diversity in Legal Academia , The Case for Diversity and Affirmative Action in the Wake of Fisher and Schuette, University of 

California, Berkley, School of Law, Berkley, CA (March 3, 2014) 

Presentations: 

Empirically Derived Compelling State Interests, The Case for Diversity and Affirmative Action in the Wake of Fisher and 

Schuette, University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, Berkeley, CA (March 3, 2014) 

 

Richard Winchester 
Shorter Works: 

Carried Interest for the Common Man,142 TAX NOTES 1250 (March 17, 2014) 

 

Susan Bisom-Rapp 
Presentations: 

Chair, Social Dialogue and Labour Standards, Labour and Social Rights: An Evolving Scenario, Marco Biagi Foundation, Uni-

versity of Modena, Modena, Italy, March 18, 2014 

Presentations: 

Anti-Discrimination Law in Common Law Countries: The U.S. and the U.K., and the Insights of Social Science, Marco Biagi 

Foundation, University of Modena, Modena, Italy, March 17, 2014 

Presentations: 

Coordinator and Commentator, Young Scholars' Workshop in Labour Relations, Marco Biagi Foundation, University of Modena, 

Modena, Italy, March 17, 2014 
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