
  

 

 

TJSL	Among	Top	20	Most	Innovative	Law	Schools	 
 

Thomas	Jefferson	School	of	Law	has	been	named	as	one	of	America’s	20	“Most	Innovative	Law	Schools”	in	

preLaw	Magazine’s	back	to	school	issue,	as	well	as	its	sister	publication	National	Jurist.	

	

In	the	article,	the	magazine	calls	TJSL	“perhaps	the	most	techno-

logically	advanced	school	in	the	world.”	

	

	

TJSL’s	Dean	Rudy	Hasl	is	particularly	proud	of		the	honor.	

	

	

“I	am	pleased	to	see	that	the	School	is	being	recognized	as	a	

leader	within	legal	education	nationally	for	its	creativity	and		

innovation,”	said	Dean	Hasl.		

	

“It	reinforces	the	recognition	which	the	School		

received	by	hosting	the	ABA	Bricks	and	Bytes	Conference	in	March	and	the	CALI	conference	(Conference	for	

Law	School	Computing)	in	June.”	

	

The	article	points	out	that	Thomas	Jefferson	is	the	/irst	to	switch	to	cloud	computing,	which	allows	faculty	

and	staff	to	access	their	desktop	and	/iles	from	any	computer	in	the	building,	and	that	TJSL	has	an	extensive	

distance	learning	program.	

		

Read	the	Article:	http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/prelaw_2012backtoschool/index.php#/0		

		

PreLaw	has	also	ranked	Thomas	Jefferson	among	its	top	schools	for	student	housing	availability	at		

number	13.	

	

Read	the	Article:	http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/prelaw_2012backtoschool/#/18		

		

TJSL	offers	172	units	of	student	housing	a	block	from	campus	at	Entrada	http://www.tjsl.edu/entrada/		

August 27, 2012 
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Moot	Court	Honor	Society		

Competition	
By	Ruthanne	Bergt	
 

TJSL’s Moot Court Honor Society held the annual Intra-

Team Competition the weekend of August 25. This  

competition was the culmination of the Advanced  

Appellate Advocacy Workshop in which newly elected 

provisional members participated over the summer.   

 

The workshop and Intra-Team competition help to give 

new members the skills that they need to succeed when 

representing TJSL in Moot Court competitions around  

the country.    

 

The problem dealt with a death penalty conviction  

and potential ineffective assistance of counsel.  Scores  

were determined by a weighted combination of the  

competitor’s appellate brief and oral arguments. The  

top eight /inalists then advanced to a single-elimination  

tournament on Sunday. 

 

The /inalists were Cristina Kinsella, Crystal Salumbides, 

Emily Shank, Kimberly Roth, Paul He/ley, Shantelee  

Christie, Thomas Bollman, and Yvonne Ruiz.  After three 

exciting rounds, Emily Shank won /irst place, Kimberly 

Roth came in a close second, and Yvonne Ruiz and Paul 

He/ley tied for third place. 

 

This year will be a wonderful year for Moot Court!  We have 12 seasoned returning competitors and 18  

extremely talented new members!  We will be sending 14 teams to compete in eight different competitions 

throughout the year including International Law, Constitutional Law, Criminal Procedure and Bankruptcy 

Law Competitions. 

 

 Introducing	the	2012/2013	Moot	Court	Honor	Society 

Geoffrey Abram, Tomi Adeleke, CJ Akselrad, Jesse Allen, James Balch, RuthAnne Bergt, Thomas Bollman, 

Meghan Buckner, Xavier Carr, Shantelee Christie, Adrieannette Ciccone, Rodney Eales, Monique Eniero, 

Sevy Fisher, Evan Garcia, Danielle Gilbert, Katarzyna Grzechnik, Katie Hanes, Paul He/ley, Cristina Kinsella, 

Conrad Ohashi, Dublas Paniagua, Susy Prochazka, Kimberly Roth, Zac Ruetz, Yvonne Ruiz, Crystal Salum-

bides, Emily Shank, John Stauffer, David Vallero. 

The	�inal	four	competitors	with	competition	judges.		

Left	to	Right:	Ashok	Pathi,	Yvonne	Ruiz,	Professor	Keller,	

Emily	Shank,	Professor	Spiegelman,	Kimberly	Roth,		

Robert	Hill,	Paul	He/ley,	and	Neal	Clements.		

New	Moot	Court	Honor	Society	Members	
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TJSL	Alumna	Makes	Voice	Heard	in	Wisconsin	Senate		

Wisconsin	State	Senator	and	Thomas	Jefferson	School	of	Law	

alumna	Jessica	King	’01	had	a	chance	to	speak	to	a	national		

audience	when	she	was	interviewed	on	National	Public	Radio		

on	August	22.	

		

“It	was	a	privilege,”	she	said	of	the	opportunity	to	talk	about	the	

people	of	her	cherished	state	of	Wisconsin.	“I	believe	this	is	one		

of	the	best	places	in	the	U.S.,”	said	she	of	her	fellow	citizens	who	

have	become	such	an	important	part	of	the	electoral	landscape	in	

this	election	year.	Wisconsin	is	considered	a	swing	state	in	the	

presidential	election	and	although	King	is	the	/irst	Democrat	to	be	

elected	in	her	Republican-majority	district	in	80	years,	she	says	

“Our	voters	here	in	Winnebago	County	are	moderate	and	they	

tend	to	vote	on	people	and	not	necessarily	their	political	parties.“	

		

Senator	King	spoke	on	NPR’s	Morning	Edition	as	part	of	a	segment	called	“First	and	Main,”	designed	to	take	the	

pulse	of	voters	and	political	/igures	in	swing	states	like	Wisconsin.	

		

In	the	interview,	King	talked	about	how	she	believes	that	Wisconsin	is	one	of	the	nicest	places	in	the	country,	

with	people		who	look	out	for	each	other.	And	it’s	a	good	place	to	go	if	you	“want	to	hear	what	real	people	think,”	

she	says.	

		

Hear	the	Interview	

http://www.npr.org/2012/08/22/159522521/wis-state-senator-connects-her-politics-to-her-past		

At	Thomas	Jefferson,	King	concentrated	on	Global	Studies,	which	she	thinks	gave	her	great	skills	to	be		

a	legislator.		

		

“I	learned	there	is	a	great	diversity	of	opinions,	and	that	there	is	usually	no	one	right	answer	to	any	problem,”	

she	says.	“I	learned	how	to	work	toward	a	consensus	and	move	the	ball	forward.”	

		

She	also	feels	the	diversity	of	having	a	student	body	from	all	over	the	country	was	valuable	to	her		

legal	education.	

		

“TJSL	is	a	great	school,”	King	says.		“The	faculty	members	are	so	engaged	with	the	student	population.	The		

student-teaching	mentoring	relationships	really	have	a	chance	to	develop.”	

		

Jessica	King	still	maintains	her	solo	law	practice	in	addition	to	being	a	full-time	legislator,	doing	bankruptcy	

work	for	small	businesses	and	consumers.		Her	political	career	began	as	an	Oshkosh	City	Council	member	in	

2007	and	she	was	elected	to	the	state	senate	during	the	hotly	contested	recall	elections	there	in	2011.	

		

“I	love	to	solve	problems,”	King	says,	“and	being	a	legislator	is	the	higher	and	better	use	of	my	talents.”	She		

also	notes	that	the	number	of	lawyers	serving	in	the	Wisconsin	legislature	is	declining,	so	her	legal	background	

is	“incredibly	valuable	to	helping	us	all	understand	the	impact	of	the	legislation	we	pass.”	

		

King	is	busily	engaged	in	a	re-election	campaign	and	says	that	with	the	make-up	of	her	district,	“It’s	always	going	

to	be	a	contest.”	

		

“It’s	kind	of	amazing	to	be	a	state	senator,”	King	said,	while	talking	about	her	background	of	being	raised	in		

foster	homes.	“I	never	imagined	it.	But	it’s	such	an	incredible	opportunity	to	give	back	and	work	toward		

sustaining	quality	communities.”	

Photo	by:	John	W.	Poole/NPR		
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 “ProSlo”	Hits	the	Lecture	Circuit		

in	South	Caucasus		

	
Student	Mike	Pehlevanian	and	Professor	Guzelian	Also	Participate 

 

Professor Bill Slomanson had a busy end of summer, traveling to several coun-

tries in the South Caucasus to deliver lectures in Georgia and Armenia. Thanks 

to Professor Chris Guzelian, Professors Slomanson and Guzelian and 3L Mike 

Pehlevanian met with national dignitaries in the Armenian-held Nagorno 

Karabakh enclave inside Azerbaijan. 

 

The /irst of Professor Slomanson’s two presentations on the topic of “Remedial 

Secession in the South Caucasus” was delivered on August 2 at the Free Tbilisi University, located in Tbilisi which is Geor-

gia’s capital.   The YouTube version of that speech is available at: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=NH2N4NGtbGQ&feature=share&list=UUGslH8OoAgATLQmfCET-Icw. On August 6, Professor 

Slomanson then spoke at the American University Armenia in Yerevan, the capital of Armenia. 

 

The subjects of his talks were the three South Caucasus unilateral secessions, announced by the Georgian provinces of 

South Ossetia and Abkhazia, and Nagorno Karabakh (NK). The former were central features of the 2008 Georgia-Russia 

war. The latter secession is at the heart of a frozen but simmering con/lict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. NK lies wholly 

within Azerbaijan. According to Professor Slomanson, this powder keg has the potential to destabilize the region, especially 

if the Azeri sniping and Israeli drones at the front lines of this currently low-intensity con/lict causes it to boil over into a 

more heated clash. An informative website that provides an intriguing snapshot of the con/lict as it presently stands is 

available at: http://hetq.am/eng/multimedia/slideshows/59 .     

  

“The highlight of this trip was what would have been an otherwise lengthy journey—from Yerevan to the former Soviet 

oblast Nagorno Karabakh—with Professor Chris Guzelian and 3L Michael Pehlevanian,” said Professor Slomanson. “Sharing 

this time with two very knowledgeable Armenians yielded unparalleled insights into the richness of Armenia’s history, cul-

ture, beauty and the ugliness of this looming con/lict.” 

 

Professor Slomanson is a Visiting Professor on the Pristina University faculty in Kosovo, and is aware of the intricacies of 

life in con/lict and former con/lict zones. As with Kosovo, prior to its UN administration, various UN Security Council and US 

congressional resolutions did little to control these geopolitical hotspots. 

  

Professor Guzelian’s reaction to this journey was equally enthusiastic:  “I am so pleased that my colleague Bill Slomanson, a 

renowned expert in international law related to secession, has taken such interest in the autonomous region of Nagorno-

Karabakh (“Artsakh” in Armenian) and its case for secession from Azerbaijan. I am also especially grateful to TJSL student 

Michael Pehlevanian for his exceptional translation skills and legal reasoning during our visit.” 

  

“Thanks to American University of Armenia and dedicated representatives of Artsakh’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we were 

received by the best set of hosts imaginable, including Artsakh’s Prime Minister and its Speaker of the Parliament. We 

learned much about Artsakh’s current nation-building dynamics. Perhaps just as importantly, Professor Slomanson’s keen 

legal acumen was on impressive and instructive display for our hosts. He con/irmed their sentiment that Artsakh does in-

deed have one of the best cases worldwide for lawful secession. However, Professor Slomanson stressed to our eagerly at-

tentive hosts that Artsakh must adopt a more nuanced understanding of international law to provide objectively persua-

sive support for legal secession.”  

  

After several days of state visits in NK, Professor Slomanson was asked to give another talk—this time, on the general prin-

ciples of International Law. Instead, he explains, “I declined because of the intensity of my just under two week visit to the 

South Caucasus. It required six days of travel just to get to and then move between the three capitals, visit various govern-

ment and military installations, etc. Now that I’m over thirty, I wisely asked Mike to take this assignment in my place. Given 

his fabulous performance in my International Law class, I knew that he would sparkle in that role. Needless to say, he made 

TJSL proud!” 

  

The Rector of Nagorno Karabakh’s Stepanakert University has invited TJSL to work with him to staff a major international 

conference there in 2013. Anyone interested in attending should check with Professors Guzelian or Slomanson, or Michael 

Pehlevanian. 

Profs. Guzelian and Slomanson, NK's Prime 

Minister & 3L Mike Pehlevanian  
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Professors	Simon	and	Desai	Present	at		

Stanford	Law	School	Conference		
	

Thomas	Jefferson	School	of	Law	Professors	Brenda		

Simon	and	Deven	Desai	were	presenters	at	the	12th		

Annual	Intellectual	Property	Scholars	Conference	(IPSC)		

at	Stanford	Law	School	from	August	9-12.	

		

According	to	the	IPSC,	“The	IP	Scholars	Conference	brings	

together	intellectual	property	scholars	to	present	their	

works-in-progress	in	order	to	bene/it	from	the	critique		

of	colleagues.	The	conference	is	co-sponsored	by	the	Berke-

ley	Center	for	Law	and	Technology,	UC	Berkeley	School	of	

Law;	the	Intellectual	Property	Law	Program,	Benjamin	N.	Cardozo	School	of	Law	at	Yeshiva	University;	the	

Center	for	Intellectual	Property	Law	and	Information	Technology,	DePaul	University	College	of	Law;	and	the	

Stanford	Program	in	Law,	Science	&	Technology,	Stanford	Law	School”	

		

Professor	Simon	spoke	about	a	way	to	clarify	one	of	the	most	convoluted	and	subjective	tests	of	patent	law,	

the	analogous	arts	test.		Essentially,	she	proposed	grounding	the	obviousness	analysis	in	what	is	actually	

going	on	the	/ield	to	help	in	the	determination.	

		

Professor	Desai	spoke	about	the	practical	effects	of	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court’s	Citizens	United	v.	Federal		

Election	Commission	decision	/inding	that	in	effect	corporations	are	people	and	how	much	corporations		

own	and	have	the	power	to	control	their	reputations.	
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 TJSL’s 17th Annual Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament is coming up on Friday October 5, and due to the high volume  

of requests from students looking to register at the student discounted rate, the Alumni Office will use a lottery system to 

determine the fifteen students to receive the student discount. Please email alumni@tjsl.edu by Tuesday, September 4 if you 

would like to enter your name in the lottery. Those who enter by September 4 will be notified September 5.   



32 

 



33 

 



34 

 



35 

 

 

Citations Submitted Aug. 19, 2012 - Aug. 25, 2012 
 
Jeff Slattery 
 
Articles: Art Law in Transactional Practice, 12 WAKE FOREST J. BUS. & INTELL. PROP. 364 (2012) 
 
 

Marjorie Cohn 
 

Chapter in a Book: 

Training Torturers: The School of the Americas, in A WORLD OF TORTURE (ACAT, forth-

coming 2012) 
 

Chapter in a Book: 

Torture as Terrorism, in WEAPON OF THE STRONG: CONVERSATIONS ON U.S. STATE TERRORISM
(with Jon Bailes and JCihan Aksan ed., Pluto Press, forthcoming 2012) 

 
Radio: 

Compensation for victims of Agent Orange, Takes on the World, KCYX, Mendocino, CA 
(August 22, 2012) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
 

Amendment	

19	giving	

women	in	the	

United	States	

the	right	to	

vote,		

proclaimed,	

August	26,	

1920.	 

27 28 29 

 
Student		

Organization	

Club	Fair	

11:30-12:30	&	

4:30—5:30	

5th	Floor	

Student	Org	

Room 

 

30 31 September 

01 

02 03 

Labor	Day	

No	Classes	

Library	

Closed	

 

04 
1L	Advising		

Session	11:30		

Room	325	

	

Library	Mini	Class	

Good	Study	Hab-

its	/	Noon	

Using	Thomcat	

12:15	

4th	Floor		

Learning		

Center	

	

APALSA	-		

First	Meeting	

Noon		

Location:	TBA	

05 06 
Red	Cross	Blood	Drive	

9:30	a.m.	-3:30	p.m.	

Blood	Mobil	will	be	

out	front	

	

Library	Mini	Class		

Legal	Abbreviations		

11:30	/	4th	Floor	

Learning	Center	

	

Immigration	Law	

Society	Meeting	

Noon	/	Room	318	

	

Alumni	Mixer	5	p.m.	

Beer	Company,	602	

Downtown	SD 

07 
Library	Mini	Class	

-	Secondary	Mate-

rial-Legal		

Encyclopedias		

2:15	-	2:30		

4th	Floor		

Learning	Center	

Library	Mini	Class	

-	Secondary	Mate-

rial	-	Treatises		

2:30	-	2:45		

4th	Floor	Learning	

Center	

08 

09 10 
 

Library	Mini	

Class	Secondary	

Material			

American	Law		

Reports		

11:30		

4th	Floor		

Learning	Center	

Student	Org		

Presidents		

Meeting 

4:30	PM	-	5:30	

PM/ Room	316 

11 12 13 

Be	sure	to	

keep	up	with	

TJSL	on	the	

of/icial	TJSL	

Twitter	page	

at 

www. 

twitter. 

com/tjsl 
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Don’t	forget	

to	check		us	

out	on	the	

TJSL	Of/icial	

Facebook	

page!	 
http://www.faceb

ook.com/pro�ile.p

hp?id=10000090

7549480#!/pages

/Thomas-

Jefferson- 

School-
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TJSL’s	new		

incoming	class	

has	started	a		

Facebook	page	

for	new		

students	to	get	

to	know	each		

other:		

Thomas Jef-

ferson 

School of Law 

Class of 2015 

 
August	/	September		


