
  

 

Register Now for the Gladiators in the 21st Century: Violence and Injuries in Sports  
Conference Coming to TJSL on Saturday, November 10  
 
They are the modern gladiators. They participate in society’s most violent, bone-jarring spectator events. They are 
today’s athletes. 

  
They risk battered bodies and shattered limbs and, much worse, depression, dementia 
and possibly death as a result of traumatic brain injury, all the unnecessary conse-
quence of the culture of violence that is pervasive in sports at all levels in today’s world. 
  
Sports at the pro, college, high school and even the grade school levels, especially  
football, have become blood sports. Athletes inflict intense and intentional bodily force  
upon each other, quite often with the encouragement of coaches, peers and, worse yet, 

parents.  A “win at all costs” mentality prevails in today’s sports world at great cost:  physically, mentally,  
emotionally and financially. 
  
This gladiatorial culture of violence plays itself out on American football fields each fall.  If we fail to deal with this 
inexcusable but preventable problem, the death knell may be sounding for football and other injury-prone sports 
as we now know them. 
  
Thomas Jefferson School of Law’s Center for Sports Law & Policy is tackling this critical problem by presenting 
“Gladiators in the 21st Century: Violence and Injuries in Athletics”, a daylong conference at the law school on  
Saturday, November 10.  This conference will examine the violence and devastating injuries that pervade sports 
and focus on finding solutions on the medical, legal, policy and cultural levels. What are the effects of this violence, 
both short-term and long-term? And, what can we do to change this culture of violence and protect today’s  
athletes? 
  
The event will feature highly engaging panels of distinguished legal and medical professionals as well as pro  
athletes. It is through well intentioned and well informed discourse, such as this conference, that acceptable  
and practical solutions will emerge. 
  
The keynote speaker is legendary sports agent Leigh Steinberg, who has played a highly active role in getting  
the National Football League to address the problem of concussions among players. 
  
In introducing this cutting edge conference, Professor Rod Smith, who Directs the Center for Sports Law and  
Policy at Thomas Jefferson said, “I am thrilled to announce that we are bringing leaders in medicine, law and  
sport to the law school to discuss and find solutions to the crisis of violence and injuries in sport.” Smith added,  
“I fear that, if those who love sport fail to address these excesses, other will do the work for us and we will not  
like the result. We must find solutions.” 
  
This conference is funded though the generosity of an anonymous donor. For more information and to  
register: http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/gladiators-conference-2012  

November 5, 2012 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/gladiators-conference-2012
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TJSL Launches Solo  

Practice Incubator Program  

Patrick Long ’10 was the first lawyer 
to move into his office at Thomas  
Jefferson School of Law’s new Center 
for Solo Practitioners on November 1. 
  
 

“It feels good,” Long said. “It feels like I am working toward something productive and meaningful.” 
  
Indeed, the goal of the new program is meaningful. It is an incubator to give the TJSL alumni who partici-
pate the skills and experience they need to be productive and successful in solo practice. And it will pro-
vide affordable legal services to people who are underserved by the legal profession. 
  
The new offices are located in downtown San Diego in the National Family Justice Center Alliance suite 
and the solo practitioners will work closely with the FJCA, which founded Family Justice Centers nationally 
and internationally to serve people and families who are victims of domestic violence. 
  
The program’s director, TJSL Professor Lilys McCoy, said she is “thrilled” to be getting started,” after 
months and months of planning and working with TJSL Professor Luz Herrera, who along with Professor 
Steve Semeraro, helped to lay the groundwork for the incubator program as faculty advisors. It is modeled 
on a similar program at CUNY Law School in New York. 
  
Professor McCoy feels that working with the FJCA is an excellent collaboration, because the solo practi-
tioners in the program will be able to do pro bono work with the San Diego Family Justice Center’s clients. 
  
“Lawyers have an ethical obligation to perform pro bono work,” said Professor McCoy.  “Placing the incu-
bator at the FJCA provides a nice opportunity for office space in a pleasant environment along with the op-
portunity to receive training in how to do pro bono work successfully and competently.” 
 
“This is such a fantastic opportunity,” said Hannah Bingham ’10. “There is a clear need for this program. 
There is a huge population that needs legal services and it’s exciting to be part of that. This is a really great 
model.” 
  
When Jill Cremeans ’05 showed up to move into her new office at the center, she had her four-month-old 
son Max with her in a baby stroller.  “It feels great,” she said. “This is really exciting.” 
  
Cremeans has been working at  the Imperial County Public Defender’s Office for the past several years. For 
her, being part of the solo practitioners program is the perfect opportunity. “I always wanted to start my 
own law firm,” she said. “When I got the email about this program, it was perfect timing.” 
  
What kind of lawyer were they looking for to join the solo practitioners program? 
  
“We looked for people committed to solo practice and committed to providing legal services to traditional-
ly underserved populations,” said Professor McCoy.  “In so doing, we hope to help ‘bridge the justice gap.’” 
  
“It’s a great way to stay connected with the school,” said Ben Aguilar ’11. “I can continue to give back. I’m 
really excited to be part of this new TJSL venture. I plan to practice Immigration and Family Law to start.” 
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“Having the opportunity to work with FJCA makes it a full circle for me,” 
said Antoinette Gonzalez ’09.  “In my prior life, I worked at two different 
domestic violence/sexual assault services nonprofits.  Those experiences 
piqued my interest in the law.” 
  
Professor Herrera is happy to see the incubator program up and running. 
“I sat through the orientation of the new solos thinking ‘I sure wish I had 
this type of support when I started my law practice in 2002.’ I am thrilled 

to be involved in TJSL’s effort to support its graduates as they establish their own practices.” 
  
“The community will surely benefit from energetic, new lawyers reaching out in a secure mentored envi-
ronment to provide legal services at rates middle income folks can afford,” Professer Semeraro comment-
ed. 
  
“The Center for Solo Practitioners has the potential to become a replicable national model,” said Casey 
Gwinn, President of the National Family Justice Center Alliance and former San Diego City Attorney. “The 
civil legal needs of domestic violence victims are immense.  This amazing team of lawyers will not only be 
able to provide tremendous pro bono support but we should be able to have a large number of clients 
paying for legal services on a sliding scale.” 
  
“I think that is a wonderful idea,” said Professor McCoy. “I’m honored they see such potential in Thomas 
Jefferson’s program. It’s something that would be great if it could evolve from what we’re doing.” 
  
“The Center for Solo Practitioners will provide a much needed service to 
hurting families in San Diego by providing help with court representation at 
contested hearings, ensuring clients receive the full protection of the law 
and holding batterers accountable when court orders are violated,” said Gael 
Strack, CEO of the National Family Justice Center Alliance. “Thanks to Thom-
as Jefferson School of Law, victims of domestic violence and sexual assault 
will have a small army of civil attorneys to help keep them and their children 
safer and ultimately help break the generational cycle of abuse. The Alliance 
is honored to be working with Thomas Jefferson School of Law on this innovative and exciting program.” 
  
Patrick Long’s first order of business on move-in day was to figure out where the electrical outlets were. 
Then he was ready to roll up his sleeves and pitch in. 
  
“I’ve been working my practice from my home,” Long said. “I’ve been missing the collaborative office at-
mosphere.  I’m looking forward to working with and learning from the other lawyers and also giving back 
to the community through the Family Justice Center. 
  
“This Center will be a win-win,” said Gwinn.  “The new lawyers will help support the San Diego Family 
Justice Center’s clients and the Family Justice Center Legal Network will refer its family, housing, and per-
sonal injury cases to these lawyers.” 
  
“This is really going to be great, it really is,” said Professor McCoy.  “We’re at the beginning of a world of 
opportunity.” 
  
As she looked at the directory in the lobby of the office building where the new offices are, Hannah Bing-
ham said, “I can’t wait to see our names up on this directory!” 

TJSL Launches Solo Practice Incubator Program continued …. 

Orientation Day at the Center for 

Solo Practitioners  

Ben Aguilar '11 tries on his new 

office for size  
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It’s an Honor to Honor our Students  

Honoring our honor roll students has become a tradition at Thomas  
Jefferson School of Law. 
  
The students who are on the Distinguished Honor Roll and Honor 
Roll for the Spring and Summer 2012 semesters were given a cere-
mony on October 29 and photographed holding their certificates 
with Dean Rudy Hasl. 
  
“This does not happen without an enormous amount of effort on 
your part,” said Dean Hasl at the ceremony. “Today we are putting 
the spotlight on your accomplishments – congratulations to each of 

you.” 
  
The dean also spoke to the honor students about the law school’s 
new incubator program to help establish graduates in solo practice. 
  
“It may be the ideal opportunity to build a set of skills to build the 
kind of career you desire,” the dean said. And speaking of our  
Career Services Department, he urged the students to “use our  
resources to help you get to where you want to be career-wise.” 
  
The students were all smiles while getting their picture taken with 
the dean. One of the honorees, Rachel King 2L was photographed 

with her husband and two children. 
  
“My honors award is for my family,” said King. “Without them, I wouldn't be successful in life or in law 
school. I couldn't do any of this without the support of my husband, or from my children who continuous-
ly remind me to take breaks and add balance to my life. I always make sure to take time off. I study  
during the week, but take the weekends off to play and I think that helps me focus better. I am so happy 
that they get to see that everything they do for me is paying off. I really think the award is for them. I  
love bringing them to the award ceremony so they can receive the award also.” 
  
“It's an honor to be recognized for academic achievement!,”  said 
honor student  Sevy Fisher 3L. “It makes it even more special when 
you have other things to balance in your life, such as a significant 
other and/or a job.  I do not have any children but I think the ma-
jority of the credit should be given to those rare few who are on 
this list and do have the obligation of children and/or a spouse and 
job. “ 
  
“The honor means a lot as is it is really nice to be recognized for all 
of the hard work myself and others have put in during the semes-
ter,” said honor student Lindsay Demery’ 3L. “Excelling in school in 
addition to work, family and social commitments and involvement in other extra-curricular activities 
takes a lot of dedication. It is nice to see that the school supports its students and recognizes our dedica-
tion and commitment to our studies.” 
  
After the ceremony, the honor students were treated to a special champagne and dessert reception on 
the 8th floor board room and terrace.  It was a chance to unwind together and reflect on their great 
achievements. 

Dean Rudy Hasl and Sevy Fisher  

Dean Rudy Hasl with Rachel King 2L,  
husband Dan Olszk, daughter Kaya and 
Son Adam  

Lindsay Demery and Dean Rudy Hasl  
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Amazing Honors at the The Earl B. Gilliam Bar 

Association’s Awards Dinner 

The Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association’s 36th Annual Awards & 
Scholarship Dinner held on Saturday, November 3 at The  
Westin Gaslamp Quarter in downtown San Diego was a shining 
night for Thomas Jefferson School of Law. 
 
According to the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association’s website “the 
Annual Awards & Scholarship Dinner serves as an opportunity 
to celebrate and recognize the exceptional achievements of  
attorneys, judges, community leaders, businesses and organiza-
tions that have enhanced the quality of life in the Greater San 
Diego community. Financial scholarships are awarded to law 

students who have attained academic excellence and demonstrated a commitment to community and 
public service.” 
 
TJSL’s two scholarship recipients are Lance Henry 2L and Ryan Davis 2L, both of whom are not only  
excellent students, but very active in campus organizations. 
 
“To receive an honor like this is very humbling and inspiring,” said Davis. “It was an honor to be recog-
nized at a dinner with so many established and successful attorneys. A quote I like to live by is prepara-
tion + opportunity = success”.  
 
“It means a lot to gain recognition form such a reputable organization of black attorneys,” said Henry. 
“The scholarship required the candidates to display academic excellence and to describe their goals and 
involvement in minority communities. I think the association was really impressed with my community 
efforts in the past such as the “Stand Your Ground Panel” event I held at TJSL for the Trayvon Martin case, 
and the tsunami relief efforts from Project Japan. Personally, it meant a lot to me to be recognized by  
people I look up to. Many of these people are very successful Judges and attorneys. The whole event was 
a serious honor.” 
 
“With two faculty members, two senior staff, 12 students and 2 scholarship award winners, and a service 
award winner and several alumni in attendance, it was an extraordinarily successful event for the law 
school,” said Associate Dean for Student Affairs Beth Kransberger. 
 
Randy Reliford, Associate Director of Career Services, was awarded the 2012 Earl B. Gilliam Bar Associa-
tion – Frederick Douglass Community Service Award for his involvement in the organization and volun-
teer efforts in San Diego.  Randy is committed to community service and assisting law students and attor-
neys with developing their legal careers.  About the award, he stated, “[g]iven the fact that my parents 
were adamant about my faith and service to the community, it was an honor to be recognized for serving 
my new community.  Getting involved has enabled me to meet a lot of people in San Diego and it feels 
good to be an active member of our society.  I enjoy being involved in my community and helping our 
students.”  
 
“It was a delight to see Mr. Reliford honored for his service to the organization- his dedication to the  
TJSL students and greater EBGB community has been most impressive!,” said Dean Kransberger.  
  
 

L to R: Randy Reliford, Associate Director  
of Career Services, Lance Henery 2L,  
Ryan Davis 2L 
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The Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association’s 36th Annual Awards & Scholarship Dinner continued…. 
 
 

 
 
Others in attendance were Professors Bill Slomanson and Brando Starkey, along with Dean Beth  
Kransberger, Admissions Director Tim Spearman and Associate Career Services Director Randy  
Reliford.  Among the alumni who attended were TJSL graduate Kim Carter and Judge Garry Haehnle ’89. 
 
The Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association is named in honor of the late Earl B. Gilliam, who was the first African-
American United States District Court Judge for the Southern District of California, and the first African-
American to serve as a San Diego County Superior Court Judge. The organization was established in 
1976. The EBGBA “strives to honor Judge Gilliam’s legacy of community service.” 
 
Judge Gilliam was also an adjunct professor at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law for many years. In 
1995, TJSL dedicated the original Honorable Earl B. Gilliam Moot Courtroom at the school’s Old Town 
Campus and, on June 22, 2011, the Moot Courtroom at TJSL’s new East Village campus was also honored  
in his name. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
TJSL’s ADR Teams go to San Fran 
By Professor Paul Speigelman  

 

Thomas Jefferson’s ADR Society sent three teams to the ABA  
Negotiation Competition in San Francisco last weekend.   
 

Our top-finishing team, Matt Juhren and Jared Drucker, finished tied for fifth out of 24 teams compet-
ing.  Our other teams of Te Ho and Matt Odgers and Alexander Green and  David Keith also put in strong 
performances. The teams were coached by Lawrence Kleinman, Garrett McLearen, Sam Ehrlich, Tara 
Almazan and Elizabeth Chu.  

 

All told, TJSL teams finished ahead of teams representing U.C. Berkeley, UCLA, UC Davis, University of 
Colorado, University of Denver, UNLV, Pepperdine, Santa Clara, Southwestern, BYU and Western State.   
 
Faculty Supervisor Professor Paul Spiegelman was very pleased with the performances of all teams. “Our 
teams represented TJSL extremely well, with judges commenting in glowing terms on their professional-
ism and poise in working with their opposing counsel to achieve results that worked in both sides’ inter-
ests, he said.     

 
The ADR Society will be holding its annual tryouts on Sunday, November 18.  Applications, including  a 
resume, statement of interest and the name, if any, of your partner (we will pair you up if you do not 
have a partner) must be submitted to the ADR Society  adr@tjsl.edu before midnight November 9.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:adr@tjsl.edu
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The Immigration Law Society's panel hosted Immigration Judge  
C. Zsa Zsa De Paolo along with six other immigration attorneys on  
October 25.  
  
"One of our main goals at ILS is to promote the practice of immigration 
law,” said Immigration Law Society President Francisco Vicente-Vidal 
3L. “Not only is it a growing area of law that offers a vast array of career opportunities for recent law 
school graduates but it also deals with key issues that shape our society and the future of our country  
as a whole. We decided to bring this panel to TJSL to promote the practice of immigration law."  

 
The panelists shared their experiences across private, corporate, and 
public practices in business immigration, government, immigration  
and naturalization and asylum specialties. "Immigration is more than 
people crossing the border," said Ismael Iniguez 2L, who attended  
the event. 
 
"I never knew until recently about business immigration," shared  
Jimmy Nguyen 2L, who was excited to learn it was used in corporate 
entities, educational institutions and pharmaceutical/biotech indus-
tries. 
  

Tammy Lin, Esq., from San Diego Jewish Family Service, spoke about 
the Prins Asylum Program, which holds a high asylum grant rate for 
scientists, musicians, artists, scholars and professionals around the 
world hoping to rebuild their careers free from persecution. 
 
Iniguez asked the panel for advice for dealing with the emotional part 
of unfavorable outcomes. Judge De Paolo explained the difficulties of 
having to send someone back to a country where they may be perse-
cuted. "Truth is the only thing you have some days," she said. "The on-
ly way I can live with myself deporting people is by making a personal 
connection with every human being that walks into my courtroom." 

  
The panel successfully highlighted the opportunities in immigration 
law. "It made me realize immigration law is very complex after hearing 
there is a lot of need and you can really distinguish yourself in the field 
because it is so complex that nobody wants to touch this topic," said 
Guadalupe Alvarado Luna 1L. 
 
Following the panel, students and panelists attended a networking  
reception on 8th floor. 

           ILS Panel  

Informative Immigration Law Society Panel 
By Samantha Morales 2L   

Immigration Law Society President, 
Francisco Vicente-Vidal 3L  

L to R: Judge Honorable C. Zsa Zsa De 
Paolo, Elizabeth Chapman and 
Dalin Holyoak  

Panelists L to R: Dax Deason &  
Diana Vellos Coker  
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On Thursday, October 25, PALS volunteers attended a class taught by 
Mr. Luttbeg, a former attorney turned school teacher, as part of Craw-
ford High School’s Law Academy.  The class was divided into two 
groups; each acting as a law firm involved in the sale and purchase of a 
building.  Through this exercise the Crawford students learned legal 
concepts related to property law.  The Crawford students were sharp 
and were quickly able to learn the appropriate legal terms related to 
the exercise.   
 
TJSL volunteers participated by helping students understand the legal terminology, think about how to 
prepare for their upcoming quiz, and making sure they paid attention in class.  It was truly a rewarding 
and positive experience for both the TJSL volunteers and the Crawford students.   
 
TJSL student volunteers from The Crawford Law Institute Bond and Mentorship (CLIMB) program regu-
larly enjoy the unique opportunity to connect with the students of Crawford High School, in City Heights, 
through the Professional Advice and Leadership System (PALS) program.  CLIMB and PALS facilitate con-
nections between law school and inter-city high school students that have aspirations to pursue a legal 
career.   Acting as role models, TJSL volunteers encourage Crawford students to think beyond high school 
by sharing experiences and giving advice on how to approach future life, academic, and professional chal-
lenges. 
 
If you are interested in participating with CLIMB of PALS in the future, please contact TJSL Student Lee 
Vernon the Program Coordinator of CLIMB.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, the Crawford Law Academy students learned about the  
importance of building a resume and the opportunities that can arise 
when your have a solid resume. First, we learned what a resume is.  
 
A resume is basically a list of accomplishments, skills, volunteer work, previous work experience and ed-
ucation that allows a potential employer to evaluate you as a candidate for an open position. A resume is 
required for virtually every job, so it is important to know how to properly put one together.  

 

We also learned about the numerous ways you can get your resume to a potential employer as well  
as how to make sure you present your resume as professionally as possible. You can email, fax, mail,  
or personally deliver your resume. When you send out your resume, it is important to make sure the  
resume is paper clipped and not stapled if there are multiple pages, because a paper clip looks more  
professional and allows someone to review multiple pages easily. Finally, if you don’t have a lot of previ-
ous work experience, you should highlight community work, as it can help you spotlight qualities an  
employer values.  

CLIMBing to the Top with PALS  
by Federico Campo, 2L 

Resume Building and the Doors it Opens 
By: Matthew Green, 

Crawford Law Academy Student 
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Citations Added Oct. 28, 2012 - Nov. 5, 2012 

Catherine Deane 
Presentations: 

Creating and Marketing Research Guides with the User in Mind, Special Libraries Association - San Diego Chapter 

Fall Seminar: Spotlight on the User: Enhancing Value Through User-Centric Design and Innovation, Marina Village 

Conference Center, San Diego, CA (October 5, 2012),available at http://sdrv.ms/XMoA6j 

Presentations: 

Learning Centers in the Library: What can we do with them?, CALI Conference for Law School Computing: Some As-

sembly Required, Thomas Jefferson School of Law, San Diego, CA (June 23, 2012), available at http://

media.tjsl.edu:8080/ess/echo/presentation/5d9abcb8-4b69-4b3b-a1bc-33f2b7ca8872 

 

Meera E. Deo 
Presentations: 

Two Sides of a Coin: Safe Space and Segregation in Race/Ethnic-Specific Law Student Organizations, Association for 

the Study of Higher Education (ASHE) Annual Meeting, Cosmopolitan Hotel, Las Vegas, NV (November 16, 2012) 

 

William Slomanson 
Articles: 

Nagorno Karabakh: An Alternative Legal Approach to its Quest for Legitimacy, 9 MISKOLC J.I.L. 69 (2012), available 

at http://www.uni-miskolc.hu/~wwwdrint/mjil18/20121slomanson1.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Luz Herrera Inducted into the College of Law 
Practice Management  

TJSL Professor Luz Herrera was inducted into the College of Law Practice and 
Management on October 27 at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. 
  
It is a distinct honor for Professor Herrera, who started up her own solo prac-
tice in Compton California, and is the co-founder of Thomas Jefferson School 
of Law’s Center for Solo Practitioners, which opened on November. 1. She is 
also the co-founder and board president of Community Lawyers, Inc., a non-
profit organization that provides low and moderate-income people access to affordable legal services 
and develops innovative opportunities for attorneys and law students in underserved communities. 
  
“The College of Law Practice Management is broadening its conversation to consider how technology 
can help solo and small firm lawyers create new sources of income while also providing greater options 
for legal services to underserved communities,” said Professor Herrera. 
“I am honored to be invited to join such a dialogue.” 
  
According to the event program, “The College of Law Practice Management was formed in 1994 to  
honor and recognize distinguished law practice management professionals, to set standards of achieve-
ment for others in the professions, and to fund and assist projects that enhance the highest quality of 
law practice management.” 

Professor Herrera (R) at the 
Induction Ceremony in 
Washington, D.C.  

http://sdrv.ms/XMoA6j
http://media.tjsl.edu:8080/ess/echo/presentation/5d9abcb8-4b69-4b3b-a1bc-33f2b7ca8872
http://media.tjsl.edu:8080/ess/echo/presentation/5d9abcb8-4b69-4b3b-a1bc-33f2b7ca8872
http://www.uni-miskolc.hu/~wwwdrint/mjil18/20121slomanson1.pdf


11 

 



12 

 



13 

 



14 

 



15 

 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 



19 

 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 



24 

 



25 

 



26 

 



27 

 



28 

 



29 

 



30 

 



31 

 



32 

 



33 

 



34 

 



35 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 
 
 
 

 

 

5 
11:30 a.m. or 
4:30 p.m.  
1Ls Mandatory  
Career Services 
Orientation 
Room 227 

6 
 
Election Day 

7 8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
8:30 a.m. -  
7 p.m. 

11 

 

Veterans Day 
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SBA Twitter  
Information 
Please follow SBA 
at http://
twitter.com/
tjslsba or @tjslsba 
if you use Twitter 
to receive the lat-
est updates. 

19 

 

Don’t forget 
to check us 
out on the 
TJSL Official 
Facebook 
page! 

20 21 22 
 
Thanksgiving  

23 24 

http://twitter.com/tjslsba
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