
  

 

The 18th Annual Alumni Golf Tournament 
 
The 18th Annual Thomas Jefferson School of Law Alumni 
& Friends Golf Tournament held at Sycuan Golf Resort on 
Friday, October 11 raised scholarship money for TJSL  
students who provide pro bono legal services for San  
Diego veterans through the VLAC, in collaboration with 
Veterans Village of San Diego.  
  
“The proceeds from the Golf Tournament go into a fund 
that provides scholarships for the outstanding students in 
the Veterans Clinic each semester,” said VLAC Director 
Professor Berenson. “These students deserve the support 
they receive.” 
 
Before the 67 golfers took to the course in a shotgun start, 
scramble format, some participants purchased raffle tick-
ets to help boost the proceeds. The donated raffle prizes 
from individuals and businesses included a Taylormade 
RBZ Rocketballz Driver, Anthony Bass Autographed Base-
ball Cap, two Kindle FireHD’s, restaurant gift certificates, 
and gift baskets. 
 
TJSL Alumni Relations Director Vanessa Vandever said she 
is grateful for all the generous sponsors that make the  
Annual Alumni Golf Tournament a benefit for the Veterans 
Clinic. “A special thanks goes out to Sabrina Green ’02, 
Brett Goda ‘11 and Jeremy Evans ’11 for all their hard 
work to make the tournament a success,” said Vandever.  
“I truly appreciate the three of them helping to organize 
the entire event.” 
 

Continued on next page... 
Erik Vieira, Sabrina Green, Patrick Hollingsworth,  
Jeannette Wheeler 

 

Sterling Williams '11 , Putting Contest Winner 

 October 14, 2013 
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The 18th Annual Alumni Golf  Tournament Continued…  

 
1st place:  
Pat Shea ‘95, Brian Mitchell, John Vincent, Ajay Kwatra ‘96 
2nd place:  
Ben Cramer ‘08, J.P. Roach ‘10, Andrew McPartland, Coltin 
Bollinger 
3rd place: (tie)  
Sevy Fisher ‘13, Bob Simon, Brandon Simon ‘13, Evan  
Garcia 
3rd place: (tie) 
Mark Hackman, Peter Hackman, Jon Lootens, Maria Pe 

 
The annual TJSL golf tournament wouldn’t be as success-
ful without the generous support of its many sponsors, 
including: 
 
Hole Kindall Berkey 
Hole Stratton & Green 
Hole Law Offices of C. Bradley Patton  
Hole Law Offices of Salim Khawaja  
Hole Galente Ganci APC  
Hole Panagopoulos Embry P.C.  
Hole Casey Gerry, LLP  
Hole Law Office of Michael Weiner  
Hole Law Offices of David Beavans  
Hole Darin L Wessel '93; Michael A. Weismantel '96  
Hole Ringler Associates  
 
Closest to the Pin  eLiveLife  
Closest to the Pin  It's Just Lunch  
Long Drive   Stratton & Green  
Long Drive   Law Offices of Philip A. Shapiro  
Silver   AXA Advisors, LLC  
Silver   California Sports Lawyer  
Silver   The Simon Law Group  
Silver   Epsten Grinnell Howell APC  
Silver   Teris  
 
  
 

VLAC Director Professor Steve Berenson  

Professor Randy Grossman and Lucia Valenzuela (1L)  

Bob Simon, Brandon Simon ‘13, Sevy Fisher ‘13, Evan Garcia  

Dean Thomas Guernsey 
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BLS & IPL Association Host Transactional 
Law Panel  
By Alexander Green BLS Vice President  
 
The Business Law Society (BLS) and the Intellectu-
al Property Law Association (IPLA) recently 
brought six transactional attorneys, including  
several TJSL alumni, together to share what it is 
that they do on a daily basis in their law practices. 
 The panelists at the September 25th event includ-
ed Eric Bernsen '12, Joshua C. Pearson, Lacy J 
Lodes '08, David B. Gibbs '12, Jeremy M. Evans '11 
and TJSL Adjunct Professor Danielle Barger, who 
teaches in the Solo Practice Concentration. 
  
“This panel was very important because most stu-
dents are not sure exactly what it means to be a 
transactional attorney,” said BLS President Jeremy 
Elias (3L). “All of the panelists were candid with 
their answers and were excited to their share ex-
periences with everyone. The networking recep-
tion that followed allowed members to have more 
in depth conversations with our panelists, profes-
sors and other students. There was an incredible 
turnout for both the panel and the networking re-
ception, and both organizations look forward to 
putting on future events.” 
  
Lawyers perform a variety of roles in a transactional context, including the following: advising on the 
laws applicable to the transaction and on the appropriate structure that should be adopted to manage 
and minimize the legal and commercial; risks involved; drafting contracts and other documents; help-
ing clients with the commercial negotiations; and helping clients with the management and execution 
(i.e. successful completion) of the transaction. 
  
In addition to understanding the legal issues, transactional lawyers must develop the skills necessary 
to enable them to perform the above roles in an effective, efficient and ethical manner. They must also 
develop an awareness of the commercial context, including the client's commercial objectives, to en-
sure that the transaction works from both a legal and commercial perspective. 
  
 
Continued on next page... 
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BLS & IPL Association Host Transactional Law Panel  
Continued…  

 
“So much of business today incorporates intellec-
tual property,” said IPLA Vice President Stephanie 
Ferguson (3L). “There is a huge overlap between 
the two, and a majority of intellectual property law 
is transactional. By putting together this panel, we 
were able to expose students to the various day-
to-day lifestyles as a transactional attorney in ad-
dition to getting them up close and personal to 
these attorneys, many of whom are TJSL alums. I 
really appreciate those who were able to attend 
and we have already received great feedback, from 
both panelists and attendees.” 
 
“The panel offered a great opportunity to connect 
those who are commencing their law school ca-
reers with those who are established in carving 
out their own legal careers in the realm of Trans-
actional Law,” said BLS Vice President Alexander 
Green (3L). “The Transactional Law Panel provid-
ed a great opportunity for the students involved--
especially 1Ls--to get some context surrounding 
the way in which business transactions and corpo-
rate law can and do overlap in practice and, hope-
fully, in the careers of many Business Law Society 
members. From there, the opportunity for students of various backgrounds and experience to interact 
and engage with some of Thomas Jefferson's most prominent alumni within the Southern California 
Business Law community was simply priceless. It's one thing to network for the sake of networking; 
it's another to network with a purpose, building foundational relationships with those who can and 
will have an impact in our careers, one way or another.” 
 
“This panel provided insight into how to get oriented on a career in Transactional Law,” said BLS 
Member Shabnam Jafari (1L).  “The BLS Transactional Law Panel and networking reception was an 
enlightening and enjoyable experience! It was a wonderful opportunity to hear first-hand from attor-
neys about what they truly do on a day-to-day basis. Their refreshing candor about life in transaction-
al law and advice on how I can start as a 1L to pursue a successful career in law was immensely valua-
ble and encouraging. I sincerely look forward to the next BLS panel!” 
 
"At the Transactional Law Panel I learned a lot about legal careers that depart from the typical litiga-
tion-based careers we all hear so much about in law school,” said BLS Treasurer Conor Leedom (2L), 
“It was also great to see and reconnect with TJSL alumni. It's inspiring to see the success and endeav-
ors they've pursued since graduating.” 
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TJSL's OUTLaw Celebrates National  
Coming OUT Day 
  

In an effort to promote public awareness of  
National Coming OUT Day and on behalf of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender commu-
nity (LGBT), the TJSL OUTLaw organization  
offered cake and coffee to fellow students,  
faculty and staff in the Student Lounge on the 
5th floor on Thursday, October 10. 
 
National Coming Out Day (NCOD) is an interna-
tionally observed civil awareness day celebrat-
ing individuals who publicly identify as bisexual, 
gay, lesbian, transgender. The national holiday  
is observed annually by members of the GLBT 
community and others, and is an opportunity 
and means to promote awareness for equality 
and civil rights. 
 
“I am so grateful for all of the TJSL community  
that stopped by to show their support,” said  
OUTLaw President Brittany Nobles (3L).  
“I was honestly surprised at how many people 
took the time to come out and support us.  
Yesterday only reinforced to me the collegial  
atmosphere I have come to love at TJSL, and I'm 
looking forward to more events with OUTLaw 
this year.”   
 
TJSL’s OUTlaw organization provided infor-
mation on ‘coming out’ and encouraged fellow 
students to be proud of who they are. 
  

 

Professor Joy Delman 

OUTLaw Members and Supporters 

OUTLaw President Brittany Nobels 

and OUTLaw Events Coordinator 

Erin Panichkul (2L) 
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William Byrnes & Jason Fiske Present on 
"Flipping the Classroom" at CaliBUG 2013 
 
TJSL Associate Dean for Graduate and Distance Education 
Programs William Byrnes and Program Director Jason Fiske 
'08 stirred interest with their presentation on the topic of 
"flipping the classroom" at CaliBUG 2013, held October 11 in 
San Diego.  
 
CaliBug had 280 attendees this year from California higher 
education institutions, representing administration and fac-
ulty of universities and colleges.   
 
Last spring, Dean Byrnes submitted a presentation proposal 
to the conference committee on the pedagogical reasons for, 
and addressing the challenges of, “flipping the classroom," 
which was chosen for a forty minute slot at this year's  
conference. 
 

According to Dean Byrnes, “Jason and I do a tag team presentation, swapping back and forth every couple 
minutes to keep audience interest.  Listening to one speaker for forty minutes may be laborious, but frag-
menting between two complementary styles and perspectives allows attention to be continually re-
freshed.  Thus, I spoke to the pedagogical justification of flipping the classroom while Jason showed how we 
are flipping the classroom with screen captured examples.” 
 
As Dean Byrnes notes, there is growing research that supports the value effects of online education. 
 
"I think it is important to start such distance education discussions by presenting the findings of the U.S.  
Department of Education Evaluation of Evidence-Based Practices in Online Learning - A Meta-Analysis and 
Review of Online Learning Studies:  

‘the meta-analysis of 50 study effects, 43 of which were drawn from research with older learners, found 
that students in online conditions performed modestly better, on average, than those learning the same 
material through traditional face-to-face instruction.’ 
 

“Also during the presentation, I dropped in the quote from another article that: 

  

‘Diverse groups of problems solvers – groups of people with diverse tools – consistently outperform 
groups of the best & the brightest’.” 

  

As Jason Fiske noted, "The presentation, and the massive interest in the system we are creating, shows how 
the online Graduate Programs at Thomas Jefferson School of Law continue to lead as thought innovators and 
leaders in the continually evolving field of online education.” 
 
Dean Byrnes added, “During our presentation, a local law faculty member of USD expressed that she had 
been looking for exactly what we are doing.  Moreover, several other institutions’ faculty approached us  
at lunch to set up follow up conversations.  Being chosen to speak at CaliBUG has presented a very good  
opportunity for cross fertilization with public universities in Southern California, like the UCs and Communi-
ty Colleges, that are now exploring how best to leverage distance education to accomplish their missions of 
public education, as well as the private universities in attendance like USC, Loyola, and our neighbor USD.” 

Left to Right: Jason Fiske and William Byrnes  
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The TJSL Intraschool tryouts for the Tulane National Baseball Arbitration Competition are 
being held Thursday, November 14, 2013  

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   
Room 217 at TJSL.   

 
Please email Baseball Arbitration Committee member Jeremy Evans ‘11  
Jeremy@CSLlegal.com to tryout, by Friday, November 1, 2013, 5:00 p.m.   

ONLY 2Ls and 3Ls can tryout per TJSL and ABA rules. 
 

For more information, visit  
http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlsOrgs/sportslaw/index.aspx?id=11368 

 
The Tulane Competition is being held January 22-24, 2014 in New Orleans, LA. 

 
Here is the player assigned for the TJSL Tryout: 

 
Ronald Belisario, LAD RP.  30 years old.  Arbitration eligible 2013-2016.  2nd year arbitra-

tion eligible.  $1.45M salary in 2013. 
 

Player Demand: $1.95M Salary for 2014 
 

Club Offer: $1.65M Salary for 2014 
 

You will be assigned to either the player or club side once you email Jeremy@CSLlegal.com 
to confirm you would like to tryout and the GPA confirmation is received.  Again, only 2Ls 
and 3Ls can tryout per TJSL and ABA rules.  Tryouts will last about 15-20 minutes total.  

Each side will prepare a five (5) minute opening, and a two (2) minute rebuttal. 
 

The top three participants will be chosen by three independent judges that day and a  
decision will be released by email after the tryouts. 

mailto:Jeremy@CSLlegal.com
http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlsOrgs/sportslaw/index.aspx?id=11368
mailto:Jeremy@CSLlegal.com
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Don't Miss Next Week's "Blurred Lines" 
Forum on Trolling for Patents 

 

The attorney representing singer Robin Thicke  
in the pending legal battle over Thicke's huge 
summer hit "Blurred Lines" will be one of the  
featured panelists at an October 18th forum at 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law.   
 
Presented by TJSL, in association with the  
Entertainment Law Society, the Center for Law 
and Intellectual Property and the Intellectual 
Property Law Association, the forum is titled 
"From Patents to Porn: The #Blurred Lines Between Intellectual Property #Trolls and Legitimate 
Intellectual Property Enforcement." The event is free, but registration is required at   
entertainment@tjsl.edu.  
 
In the patent world, a troll is an entity that obtains patents for inventions it never intends to market.  
Instead, it lurks in the shadows to zap purported infringers with patent infringement suits.  In the copy-
right world, so-called "sample trolls" are entities that create nothing, but control the music copyrights of 
artists and exist to find infringing samples or uses to extort payment.  At the heart of any "trolls" business 
model is the litigation of controlled IP rather than the invention of useful inventions or the creation  
of great music or art.   
 
This forum, featuring four highly accomplished patent and copyright lawyers, will explore the phenomena 
of IP trolls, from the world of technological invention to the world of film and music. From technological 
inventions under patent law, to pornography and musical works under copyright law, this provocative  
forum is expected to generate light and heat on a cutting-edge issue bedeviling IP law today. 
 
The panelists will include: Stephen D. Rothschild, Esq., a partner with King, Holmes, Paterno, & Berliner, 
the firm representing Thicke, Pharrell Williams and Clifford Harris, Jr., in the "Blurred Lines" action; Fred 
Hernandez, Esq., Of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo, P.C.; David Branfman, Esq., of the  
Branfman Law Group, P.C.; and Joseph Re, Esq., Litigation Partner with Knobbe Martens.   
 
TJSL Professor Brenda Simons, who has practiced IP law, will be the moderator.  TJSL Professor K.J. 
Greene, who has represented a number of prominent clients in the music industry, and TJSL student  
Chanel DiBlasi have organized the event.  The law firms of Mintz Levin and Knobbe Martens are  
co-sponsors. 
 
The event, which will take place in Room 229, from 4 - 6 p.m., will offer 1.75 of MCLE credit. A reception 
with the speakers will follow. 

  

 

mailto:entertainment@tjsl.edu
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Making Strides For Breast Cancer Walk Sunday, October 20 
 

Please join Professor Joy Delman and the Law Students for Reproductive Justice for  
the Making Strides for Breast Cancer Walk. 

 
You can join the team or contribute at http://main.acsevents.org/goto/TJSL_LSRJ .  

 
If  you are planning to participate in the walk, please contact Professor Delman at  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law Graduation to be held on Saturday, December 14, 2013 

at Copley Symphony Hall 10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security and Campus Crime Statistics Act, also known as the Campus 
Safety and Security Report, is provided to all enrolled students and current employees. The report informs the 

campus community about campus crime statistics.  The report can be accessed on the school website at: 
http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information.  

 

Hard copies of the report are available in the Security Desk on L1.    
Prospective employees and students are afforded the same information at the time they obtain an  

application for employment or admission. 

 
 

 
Eric L. Lane 

Articles: Greenwashing 2.0, 38 COLUM. J. ENVTL. L. 279 (2013), available at  
http://columbiaenvironmentallaw.org/issues 

New Citations Added October 7 - October 14, 2013 

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/TJSL_LSRJ
http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=1466560&fr_id=55649&pg=team
http://columbiaenvironmentallaw.org/issues
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September 11, 2013   
Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp is quoted several times in an article in the Sacramento Bee today. The article is about 
a sexual harassment claim brought by two former Sacramento County employees against a supervisor who still 
works for the county.  Professor Bisom-Rapp provides a big picture view on harassment claims  
nationwide and how difficult it is to really know how many harassment claims are occurring in the workplace. 
Read the article at http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html 
 
September 14, 2013   
Dean Guernsey spoke with TJSL Alumni Jeff Isaac ’76 on The Lawyer in Blue Jeans Radio Show  
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans  
 
September 18, 2013 
Professor Luz Herrera was quoted in the Law firm incubators help both grads and needy clients, Fred Rooney story 
that appeared in the ABAJournal.com story. http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/
article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/  
 
September 23, 2013 
Two students have been selected to represent Thomas Jefferson School of Law at The Peggy Browning Fund’s 15th 
annual National Law Students Workers’ Rights Conference in Baltimore Oct. 25-26 story  
appeared in The Daily Transcript. 
 
September 24, 2013 
See Professor Marjorie Cohn’s Video http://vimeo.com/75341783  of her debate on Syria with Northwestern pro-
fessor Ian Hurd, hosted by American University in Washington DC. 
 
September 26, 2013 
Marjorie Cohn was a guest on Uprising. US Faces Criticism From Many Fronts at UN Meeting Even As Obama Reit-
erates US Exceptionalism. http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-
un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/  
 
September 26, 2013 
National Sports Law Negotiation Competition, held last weekend at Thomas Jefferson School of Law  story   
appeared in The  Daily Transcript  http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm Source-
Code=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event  
 

October 3, 2013 
Alex Kreit partnered with a non-profit on an animated video on drug policy that was recently released. 
http://learnliberty.org/war-on-drugs-video/  
 
October 9, 2013 
Professor Alex Kreit was quoted in the Daily Journal article titled Skeptics cast doubt on marijuana legalization 
drive 

 
October 10, 2013 
TJSL’s  incubator program was mentioned in the Lawyerist http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-
solo-practices/  

http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans
http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://vimeo.com/75341783
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
http://learnliberty.org/war-on-drugs-video/
http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-solo-practices/
http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-solo-practices/
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CALLING ALL LAW STUDENT AND  
RECENT GRAD VOLUNTEERS 

 
“Open the Doors to Justice” Day at the South Bay County Court will be on October 25th from  
9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  High school students will be visiting the court and taking part in mock trials.  

 
Judge Ana Espana and Commissioner Terri Roberts invite law students and recent law school grads  

to volunteer to assist students throughout the day.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions, please email Lizzette Herrera Castellanos at 
Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu. 

mailto:Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu
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