
  

 

Panelists in Sharp Focus at the "Blurred Lines"  
Forum on Trolling for Patents 
 

The attorney representing singer Robin Thicke in a preemptory 
lawsuit related to Thicke's "Blurred Lines" hit song joined three 
other prominent patent and copyright law attorneys to focus on 
the new phenomena known as "patent trolls" at a forum at 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law on Friday, October 18.  "From 
Patents to Porn: The #Blurred Lines Between Intellectual 
Property #Trolls and Legitimate Intellectual Property En-
forcement" was presented by TJSL, in association with the law 
school's Entertainment Law Society, the Center for Law and In-
tellectual Property and the Intellectual Property Law Association. 
 
In the patent world, a troll is an entity that obtains patents for 
inventions it never intends to market. The forum, featuring four 
highly accomplished patent and copyright lawyers, explored the 
phenomena of IP trolls, from the world of technological inven-
tions under patent law, to pornography and musical works under 
copyright law. " 
 
The panelists included: Stephen D. Rothschild, Esq., a partner 
with King, Holmes, Paterno & Berliner, the firm representing 
Robin Thicke, Pharrell Williams and Clifford Harris, Jr., in the 
"Blurred Lines" action; Fred Hernandez, Esq., Of Mintz, Levin, 
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo, P.C.; David Branfman, Esq., of 
the  Branfman Law Group, P.C.; and Joseph Re, Esq., Litigation 
Partner with Knobbe Martens.   
 
“The patent panel, which included both an experienced patent 
prosecutor and high-stakes litigator, discussed some of the most 
controversial issues surrounding the patent troll debate,” said 
TJSL Professor Brenda Simon, the panel's moderator and an  
experienced IP practitioner. “The panelists talked about how  
to define patent 'trolls,' suggesting that using the term 'patent 
assertion entity' might be a less inflammatory way to describe 
the actors that are using questionable tactics in patent enforce-
ment. The panel also discussed whether recent actions by the 
courts and Congress were more likely to be helpful or harmful  
to the patent system.” 

Continued on next page… 

Left to Right: Stephen Rothschild, David Branfman, 
Michelle Ribaudo, Chanel DiBlasi, K.J. Greene, Joseph 
Re, Fred Hernandez and Brenda Simon 

 

 October 21, 2013 

Stephen Rothschild 

David Branfman 



2 

 
Page 2 The Advisor  

"Blurred Lines" Forum  continued…  

Steven Rothschild is representing singer Robin Thicke in the 

pending legal battle over Thicke's huge summer hit "Blurred 

Lines." (View the lawsuit http://images.eonline.com/static/

news/pdf/thicke.pdf.) Rothschild explained that the preemp-

tory lawsuit against two of Marvin Gaye's relatives and Bridge-

port Music was filed to quash claims that his clients borrowed 

parts of the "Blurred Lines" song from Gaye's “Got to Give It 

Up” and “Sexy Ways” by Funkadelic. 

 

Regarding the "Blurred Lines" lawsuit, Rothschild said, "After 

comparing all of the songs that are involved and because of the 

style of Blurred Lines, we believe that the songs do sound sim-

ilar, but the artists who wrote this song will tell you that they 

paid homage to those artists because they respect those art-

ists, they grew up with those artists and they love those art-

ists. With this case, the musicologist used graphs and ma-

chines that they time everything with.  They are familiar with 

prior art and with things that are in the public domain, and 

they develop an opinion. With this case, they determined that 

this is not an infringement. They said although it is in the same 

genre and sounds similar, it wasn’t copied. I am not the judge 

or the jury, but this is our view after working with experts in 

this area.” 

 

"The legal system is always trying to keep up with technolo-

gy," said panelist David Branfman. 

 

“Because our world is ever evolving, it is important that our 
generation of lawyers have a general understanding of 'patent 
trolls,' patents in general and copyrights," said Entertainment 
Law Society Industry Liaison Vinecea Edwards (2L). “It is a 
mission of ELS to bring these subjects to the forefront to pro-
vide fellow students with firsthand knowledge of these im-
portant and ever growing topics, beyond the scope of a book. I 
think we successfully reached our goal with the Blurred Lines 
event." 
 
TJSL alumnus Eric Bernsen ‘12, who is a patent counsel with 
Knobbe Martens, one of the top intellectual property law firms 
in the nation, found the panelists to be quite informative.  “I 
thought Friday's forum was wonderful - well-organized with 
top professionals and a great audience," said Bernsen. 
 
"On the patent side, I am slightly conflicted by the NPE/troll 
(non-practicing entity) phenomenon; I can see both sides of 
the issue but it was exceptionally useful hearing opinions from 
two of the patent world's heavy hitters. And that is important 
to me, being a part of the patent industry.  

Continued on next page… 

(L) Fred Hernandez (R) Joseph Re  

Joseph Re 

Professor Brenda Simon 

Professor K.J. Greene 

http://images.eonline.com/static/news/pdf/thicke.pdf
http://images.eonline.com/static/news/pdf/thicke.pdf
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"Blurred Lines" Forum  continued…  
 

As far as the copyright portion of the forum, I was not 
aware that the same trolling problems existed to such a 
degree. That was eye-opening, but the issues complete-
ly make sense, especially given the business-centric, as 
opposed to artist-centric, nature of many aspects of 
copyright law.” 
 
Professor K.J. Greene, who has represented a number 
of prominent clients in the music industry, worked 
with TJSL student Chanel DiBlasi (2L) to organize the 
event and panelists.  
 
“TJSL has a passion for intellectual property across the 
spectrum of faculty, students and graduates, and this 
event on a cutting-edge IP topic was enjoyed by all,” 
said Professor K.J. Greene. “The panels were riveting 
and the speakers spell-binding. Chanel DiBlasi and the 
Entertainment Law Society did a great job organizing 
the event, and Professor Brenda Simon was a fabulous 
moderator. Panelist Steve Rothschild has already told 
us he wishes to return." 
 
“Chanel DiBlasi and the Entertainment Law Society set 
the bar incredibly high by bringing in some serious 
players in the intellectual property world to have a can-
did discussion about something that needs to be talked 
about,” said Stephanie Ferguson (3L), Vice President of 
the Intellectual Property Law Association and an IP Fel-
low.“I was truly impressed by the turn out, and even 
more impressed by the amount of interested students 
and members of the San Diego community in attend-
ance that knew very little about patent or copyright 
trolls. That was one of the goals of the evening, to allow 
interested individuals to learn more about an increas-
ing problem in the field of intellectual property litiga-
tion. Sometimes people tend to shy away from asking 
the tough questions but Friday's atmosphere provided 
the perfect forum for students and professionals alike 
to explore a hot topic many of us in the intellectual 
property world will face in our careers." 

 
The panel discussion was followed by a reception on TJSL’s 8th floor terrace, where those who attended the 
event had an opportunity to further discuss. 
  
“As the director, it was wonderful to see everything, including our incredible panelists, come together so 

nicely,” said DiBlasi. “And, as a spectator, I learned so much. I truly enjoyed the Blurred Lines event.  All of 

the hard work that went into it was well worth the effort.  I can't wait for the next one.” 

 

The next Entertainment Law Society event at TJSL is scheduled for Friday, November 15, and is titled "From 

the Catwalk to the Courthouse: Business, Law & the Fashion Industry."   

 

ELS Executive Board Members: Michelle Ribaudo (2L),  
Chanel DiBlasi (2L), Bradley Sorrentino (3L), Phylicia  
Coleman (2L),  Vinecea Edwards (2L)   
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Professor Julie Greenberg Receives  
Prominent Book Award  
 
Professor Julie Greenberg has been awarded the 
2013 Bullough Book Award by theFoundation for the 
Scientific Study of Sexuality for her book, Intersexu-
ality and the Law: Why Sex Matters (NYU Press). 

  
The Foundation is presenting Professor Greenberg 
with the Bullough Book Award, given for the most 
distinguished book written for the professional sexo-
logical community published in a given year. 

  
“I am so pleased that people are becoming more aware of the critical life-altering issues affecting members 
of the intersex community,” said Professor Greenberg.  “I hope that this book serves to educate and inspire 
people to assist this relatively new, underserved, and underfunded civil rights movement.  I have donated 
all the royalties from the book to Advocates for Informed Choice (AIC), an organization devoted to using 
legal avenues to assist people with an intersex condition.” 
  
According to a recent book review by Professor Jessica Knouse in the Law and Society Review, 
“Intersexuality and the Law provides a definitive account of the history and present of intersex issues, art-
fully interweaving stories from the lives of intersex individuals with explanations of complex legal doc-
trine and suggestions for future litigation and legislation.  Few authors have illustrated such sustained 
commitment to understanding how intersexuality interacts with existing legal regimes, and Greenberg 
provides invaluable description, analysis, and critique.” 
  
This distinction follows earlier positive reviews of the book.  Shannon Minter, Legal Director of the Nation-
al Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) and lead counsel for same-sex couples in the landmark California mar-
riage equality case, wrote: "This volume solidifies Greenberg’s reputation as a thinker of uncommon clari-
ty and, unquestionably, the leading legal scholar on intersex issues…Based on her unparalleled knowledge 
of the nuances and internal debates among intersex advocates, Greenberg provides a richly detailed and 
masterful account of the legal issues affecting intersex people, enlivened by a keen appreciation of the ten-
sions and potential conflicts between legal advocacy for intersex and transgender people." 
  
The FSSS annual meeting is being held in San Diego in November, where Professor Greenberg will receive 
her award. 

 

http://fsssonline.org/
http://fsssonline.org/
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New Edition of Professor Richard Scott’s 
Co-authored Book on The Law of the  
European Union is Published 

  

TJSL Distinguished Professor of International Law 
Richard Scott has announced that his new co-
authored publication, the second edition of The Law 
of the European Union, has just been published by the 
Carolina Academic Press. His co-authors are Alain 
Levasseur and Christine Corcos of Louisiana State 
Law Center, and Arnaud Raynouard and Joel Mon-
eger of the University of Paris-Dauphine. The new 

edition reflects both American and French legal cultures, and its format is designed for use in the U.S. and 
abroad.  

  

According to Professor Scott, “The new edition is an update across the board, featuring the impact of the 
new Treaty of Lisbon throughout, with many enlarged topics, including the broadening of European Union 
(EU) economic law, competition law and enforcement, trade relations between the EU and the U.S, and fi-
nancial systems.  There is major new material on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, foreign direct in-
vestment in the EU and the new system on external relations with the EU diplomatic service. Particularly 
noteworthy are the revision of the basic structure of the EU, the continuing movement toward greater in-
tegration of EU member states and the increase of democratic control through the enlarged legislative 
powers of the European Parliament.” 

 
An international lawyer, Professor Scott's impressive career includes service as Deputy General Counsel to 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and as the founding General Counsel for the 
International Energy Council in Paris.  He also is the co-author of several books, including The Internation-
al Legal System, one of the most respected and widely used casebooks in the world, and the acclaimed au-
thor of the three-volume History of the International Energy Agency.  His courses at TJSL have included 
European Union Law, International Economic Law, International Law and World Trade Organization Law.   

 
His newest work is available for ordering at www.cap-press.com.  Professor Scott notes that the acknowl-
edgments in the new edition include a tribute to the "very dedicated librarians who worked silently, effi-
ciently but anonymously to support" the authors.    

 

http://www.cap-press.com
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Experts Talk Tribal Sovereign Immunity &  
Tribal Courts  
 
"Don't ever speak to Indians about the law - talk justice with them.  
Laws have taken their land and children." 
 
Those were the frank words of the Honorable Anthony J. Branden-
burg, a 1979 graduate of the law school, the Chief Judge of the In-
tertribal Court of Southern California and a recognized leader in 
tribal communities.  As someone who works tirelessly to improve 
the legal standing of Native Americans and the quality of life on 
reservations, he knows what he is talking about. 
 
Judge Brandenburg spoke as one of the three panelists at a special 
event on Friday evening, October 4, at Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law that focused on "Tribal Sovereign Immunity and Tribal 
Courts."  Presented by TJSL, in association with the school's Native 
American Law Students Association (NALSA), the panel also in-
cluded TJSL Professor Bryan Wildenthal, who wrote a book titled-
Native American Sovereignty On Trial:  A Handbook With Cases, 
Laws and Documents, and attorney Colin Cloud Hampson, of Sono-
sky, Chambers, Sachse, Endreson & Perry LLP, who has represent-
ed tribes in litigation in federal, state and tribal courts, as well as 
before federal agencies. 
 
"Indian law is a fascinating specialty spanning everything from 
criminal to civil law issues," said  Samantha Morales, NALSA vice-
president.  "There are 109 federally recognized tribes in California, 
18 of which are here in the San Diego area alone.  I was pleased 
that NALSA was able to co-sponsor this panel to help educate exist-
ing practitioners about tribal sovereignty issues."  
  
"This MCLE event highlighted a very important and confusing area 
of the law: tribal jurisdiction," added Rachel Weckhorst Espejo, 
president of NALSA.  "It was a great opportunity for our members 
to meet local practitioners and learn something, too."  
  
And the NALSA members and practitioners present in the audience 
could not have had a group of more informed panelists from which 
to learn. 
  

Professor Wildenthal teaches American Indian Law at TJSL is now at work on a series of articles that will eventually 
form his second book, offering a sweeping reinterpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment and its application of the Bill 
of Rights to the states. 
  
Judge Brandenburg's career has included more than 16 years of service on the bench In both the Municipal and Superi-
or Courts at the Vista Courthouse. He has published a host of articles and has written and presented several programs 
on subjects including Indian Law, diversity training, tribal community relations and the legal and social issues facing 
Native Americans today. He works closely with tribal leaders, local state courts and law enforcement, and the Southern 
California Tribal Chairman's Association as a community resource, educator and mentor. 
  
Hampson advises and represents on a wide range of matters, including federal Indian gaming law, gaming regulation, 
water adjudication, Indian Self-Determination Act contracts, jurisdiction, recognition, environmental law, employment 
matters, leading and national resource development, tax, health and cultural resources.  He represented a California 
tribe in a successful lawsuit in federal court to speed up the Department of Interior's processing of a petition for recog-
nition as an Indian tribe. 

 

Professor Bryan Wildenthal, Rachel Weckhorst  
Espejo, Samantha Morales and Colin Cloud Hampson  

Professor Bryan Wildenthal 

Panelist: Colin Cloud Hampson, Judge Anthony  
Brandenburg '79 and Professor Bryan Wildenthal  
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The TJSL Intraschool tryouts for the Tulane National Baseball Arbitration Competition are 
being held Thursday, November 14, 2013  

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   
Room 217 at TJSL.   

 
Please email Baseball Arbitration Committee member Jeremy Evans ‘11  
Jeremy@CSLlegal.com to tryout, by Friday, November 1, 2013, 5:00 p.m.   

ONLY 2Ls and 3Ls can tryout per TJSL and ABA rules. 
 

For more information, visit  
http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlsOrgs/sportslaw/index.aspx?id=11368 

 
The Tulane Competition is being held January 22-24, 2014 in New Orleans, LA. 

 
Here is the player assigned for the TJSL Tryout: 

 
Ronald Belisario, LAD RP.  30 years old.  Arbitration eligible 2013-2016.  2nd year arbitra-

tion eligible.  $1.45M salary in 2013. 
 

Player Demand: $1.95M Salary for 2014 
 

Club Offer: $1.65M Salary for 2014 
 

You will be assigned to either the player or club side once you email Jeremy@CSLlegal.com 
to confirm you would like to tryout and the GPA confirmation is received.  Again, only 2Ls 
and 3Ls can tryout per TJSL and ABA rules.  Tryouts will last about 15-20 minutes total.  

Each side will prepare a five (5) minute opening, and a two (2) minute rebuttal. 
 

The top three participants will be chosen by three independent judges that day and a  
decision will be released by email after the tryouts. 

mailto:Jeremy@CSLlegal.com
http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlsOrgs/sportslaw/index.aspx?id=11368
mailto:Jeremy@CSLlegal.com
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Taking the MPRE on November 2, 2013? 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law and BarBri® have teamed up to offer a review workshop aimed at teaching 
the strategies needed for MPRE success.  The workshop will be taught by Chuck Shonholz, BarBri’s Director of 
Legal Education and renowned multiple choice expert.  Mr. Shonholz will review the format of the MPRE and 

the traps that students fall for during the exam.  

Instructor: Chuck Shonholz Date: October 23, 2013 Time:  6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Room: 229 

Take the MPRE and pass it the first time.  Don’t let the MPRE be a barrier to obtaining your law licenses.  Join 
Mr. Shonholz and get tuned up for the exam on November 2nd.  See you there!  NO RSVP necessary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law Graduation to be held on Saturday, December 14, 2013 

at Copley Symphony Hall 10 a.m.  
 

The Valedictorian is Tristan Sullivan-Leppa 

 

 

 

 

The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security and Campus Crime Statistics Act, also known as the Campus 
Safety and Security Report, is provided to all enrolled students and current employees. The report informs the 

campus community about campus crime statistics.  The report can be accessed on the school website at: 
http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information.  

 

Hard copies of the report are available in the Security Desk on L1.    
Prospective employees and students are afforded the same information at the time they obtain an  

application for employment or admission. 

http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information
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September 18, 2013 
Professor Luz Herrera was quoted in the Law firm incubators help both grads and needy clients, Fred Rooney story 
that appeared in the ABAJournal.com story. http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/
article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/  
 
September 23, 2013 
Two students have been selected to represent Thomas Jefferson School of Law at The Peggy Browning Fund’s 15th 
annual National Law Students Workers’ Rights Conference in Baltimore Oct. 25-26 story  
appeared in The Daily Transcript. 
 
September 24, 2013 
See Professor Marjorie Cohn’s Video http://vimeo.com/75341783  of her debate on Syria with Northwestern pro-
fessor Ian Hurd, hosted by American University in Washington DC. 
 
September 26, 2013 
Marjorie Cohn was a guest on Uprising. US Faces Criticism From Many Fronts at UN Meeting Even As Obama Reit-
erates US Exceptionalism. http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-
un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/  
 
September 26, 2013 
National Sports Law Negotiation Competition, held last weekend at Thomas Jefferson School of Law  story   
appeared in The  Daily Transcript  http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm Source-
Code=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event  
 

October 3, 2013 
Alex Kreit partnered with a non-profit on an animated video on drug policy that was recently released. 
http://learnliberty.org/war-on-drugs-video/  
 
October 9, 2013 
Professor Alex Kreit was quoted in the Daily Journal article titled Skeptics cast doubt on marijuana legalization 
drive 

 
October 10, 2013 
TJSL’s  incubator program was mentioned in the Lawyerist http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-
solo-practices/  
 
October 17, 2013 
Professor William Slomanson was quoted in the Los Angeles Daily Journal. The story refers to fed consideration of 
whether to add sexual orientation to gender & race as bases for monitoring void dire in fed cases.  
 
October 21, 2013 
3D printers: The next intellectual property game changer Philly.com  

Deven R. Desai from the Thomas Jefferson School of Law and Gerard N. Magliocca from Indiana University look at how 3D 
home printers could change legal guidelines for patent, copyright, and trademark laws and even internet content rules.  

http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://vimeo.com/75341783
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
http://learnliberty.org/war-on-drugs-video/
http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-solo-practices/
http://lawyerist.com/legal-incubators-helping-hatch-solo-practices/
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.philly.com/philly/health/3D_printers_The_next_intellectual_property_game_changer.html&ct=ga&cd=MTYyNTE2Njc4MTMxMzAzMTUyMTQ&cad=CAEYAA&usg=AFQjCNENSbAf4SisdyPEs3mraMJHcdxCWg
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The first installment of the 2013 Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law Attorney Brown Bag Series was a  
success.   
 
Special thanks to Alumnus Loren Casuto (Class of 2009) for 
speaking to the group about the job search process on the East 
Coast, networking, and how to find work utilizing out-of-the-box 
thinking and strategy.  The students and alumni who attended 
were treated to a spirited discussion on keeping a positive and 

light-hearted attitude during the job search process and how to find opportunities in compliance work.  The 
next installment of the Brown Bag Attorney Series will be Monday, October 28, 2013 with attorney L. Marcel 
Stewart who works in San Diego as a solo attorney in federal and state criminal defense.  Space is extremely lim-
ited and it goes to the first people who RSVP.  We encourage those who RSVP and cannot make the program to 
contact career services and give your seat to someone on the waitlist.  The intimate experience created by the 
Brown Bag setting is useful to attendees and makes for excellent networking.  

 

If you have any topics that you would like to see addressed in the Brown Bag Series, please contact careerserv-
ices@tjsl.edu.  We look forward to many more successful programs.  Please RSVP by October 24, 2013 in the 
Events tab of Symplicity.   

mailto:careerservices@tjsl.edu
mailto:careerservices@tjsl.edu
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CALLING ALL LAW STUDENT AND  
RECENT GRAD VOLUNTEERS 

 
“Open the Doors to Justice” Day at the South Bay County Court will be on October 25th from  
9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  High school students will be visiting the court and taking part in mock trials.  

 
Judge Ana Espana and Commissioner Terri Roberts invite law students and recent law school grads  

to volunteer to assist students throughout the day.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions, please email Lizzette Herrera Castellanos at 
Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu. 

mailto:Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu
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