
  

 

Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp Shares Expertise on Sexual Harassment Claims  
 
A noted expert and author on workplace law, Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp was  
quoted several times in an article in the Sunday, September 15, issue of the  
Sacramento Bee.  The article described a law suit filed by two former Sacramento 
county employees against the county alleging sexual harassment by their former  
supervisor.  Apparently, Sacramento county, through its attorneys, strongly denies  
the allegations of the two women.   
 
“In order to put the suit in perspective, I was asked by a reporter for the Sacramento 
Bee to address general national trends in sexual harassment including: its prevalence; 
whether it has gotten worse or better over time; how much employers pay out in  
settlement money; and how much employers spend on training employees on how  
to comply with the law,” said Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp “My response was that the 
picture is ambiguous.”  

 
Why ambiguous?  According to Professor Bisom-Rapp, it is difficult to get a "big picture" perspective on how many 
potential sexual harassment claims there could be nationwide. 
 
“While overall, there has been a decline in total charges of sexual harassment filed with the federal Equal  
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and the state agencies with which the EEOC has work sharing 
agreements, we cannot conclude that this means there is less sexual harassment occurring in the workplace,”  
she noted.  “There may instead be a number of things going on.”   
 
“First,” said Professor Bisom-Rapp, “employers, in order to be able to defend against suits, have created  
anti-harassment policies and internal complaint procedures that may resolve cases quietly and out of view of  
the public.  Second, when those internal processes fail to resolve matters, many employers require employees  
to use private dispute resolution mechanisms, like arbitration or mediation.  There is therefore no filing with  
a government agency or court and the public never learns about these cases. 
 
“Third, many cases settle and settlements frequently have confidentiality provisions that preclude the parties 
from talking about the facts of a given claim.  Fourth, some employees fear retaliation and lodge no complaint  
at all, especially in a tough job market.  They will either put up with conduct or quietly leave and attempt to find 
replacement employment.” 
 
“All these factors,” she noted, “make it very hard to determine how prevalent and costly sexual harassment is in 
American society. We hear about the extraordinary cases because the media reports on those, but whether those 
cases are representative of what others experience is far from clear." 
 
Read the Sacramento Bee article at  http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-
county-fights.html. 

 September 16, 2013 

 

http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
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Bloomberg.com Interviews Professor Semeraro on  
Credit Card Merchant Fee Litigation 
 
The citation of a recent paper by Professor Steve Semeraro in a crucial  
expert report ordered by the Eastern District of New York in a class action 
case against Visa and MasterCard has led to some media interviews this 
week for the former attorney for the Department of Justice Antitrust  
Division who now teaches antitrust at TJSL. 

 
An article quoting Professor Semeraro about the case, which is a class action involving all merchants that  
accept those credit cards, appeared on Bloomberg.com on Sept. 12.  Click here to  view the Bloomberg article   
 
Professor Semeraro also was interviewed on last week by the San Diego Daily Transcript regarding the case.   
 
Click here to view Professor Semeraro's Paper Cited in Credit Card Merchant Fee Litigation story  

 

Apply Now for 2013 Lawyers Club/TJSL Scholarship  
 
Qualified students may now apply for the 2013 Lawyers Club Women & the 
Law Project Scholarship at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. TJSL established 
this scholarship in collaboration with Lawyers Club of San Diego, a non-
profit specialty bar association seeking to advance the status of women  
in the law, to support and improve the administration of justice and to  
promote equality of women and men in our society. Catrina Skor ‘11 was  

selected by Lawyers Club as the first recipient of this scholarship in 2010, Elizabeth Knowles ’12  as the 
2011 recipient and Amy Louttit, who will graduate this December, as last year’s recipient. 
  
The scholarship provides $2,000 to a TJSL student who best personifies the mission of Lawyers Club, is  
academically among the top 50% of her or his law school class and has completed one full year of law school 
(30 units minimum). Students should be certain they meet these requirements before submitting an appli-
cation. The scholarship is to be used for tuition and/or books. Also, students should check with TJSL’s Finan-
cial Assistance Office to determine if receipt of this scholarship would impact their financial assistance. 
  
The scholarship will be officially awarded at the Lawyers Club annual Holiday Luncheon in December, 
which is attended by members of the local bench and other members of San Diego’s legal community.  
Thomas Jefferson School of Law demonstrates its support of Lawyers Club as a “Benefactor” and will have  
a table at the Holiday Luncheon, at which our scholarship recipient will sit with Dean Tom Guernsey and/or 
other members of the TJSL community. 
  
Applications for the 2013 Lawyers Club Women and the Law Project Scholarship at Thomas Jefferson School 
of Law are due on Tuesday, September 24, by 3 p.m. The completed application should be converted to a 
PDF and emailed, along with a resume, to Faculty Assistant Randy Ward at rward@tjsl.edu by the deadline. 
Applications will be evaluated by a TJSL Lawyers Club Scholarship Committee and the most qualified of the 
applications forwarded to the Lawyers Club for final evaluation. 
 
Download the Application (Applications due by September 24) 
 
Learn more about the Lawyers Club of San Diego. Lawyers Club welcomes student members and has a  
Student Committee that helps foster relationships among students, lawyers and judges. 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-approval-of-fee-deal.html
http://www.tjsl.edu/news-media/2013/10254
mailto:rward@tjsl.edu
http://www.tjsl.edu/sites/default/files/files/Lawyers-Club-Scholarship-Application-2013.pdf
http://www.lawyersclubsandiego.com/
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Professor K.J. Greene Industry Event  Presentation 

 
Professor K.J. Greene was invited to be a special guest speaker at 
the San Diego Entertainment Industry Mixer (SDEIM) at the House 
of Blues in Downtown San Diego on Thursday, September 12. 
 
"These industry events showcase creative artists from film to  
music, and I enjoy speaking to people who have big dreams,”  
said Professor Greene. “These type of events can also provide  
opportunities for our students to meet potential clients and learn 
the industry." 

 
TJSL student Precious Acker 1L attended the event and had a positive experience. 
 
“The SDEIM event was refreshing and uplifting,” said Acker. “The event not only featured opportunities to 
network with individuals from all aspects of the entertainment industry, but also served as a platform to 
encourage lasting relationship for continuous growth and success in San Diego’s Entertainment community. 
From the inspirational speech given by Professor K.J. Greene illustrating the vast possibilities of the enter-
tainment industry to the electrifying music of Jonny Tarr and DJ Noel 2033 and MikeBone collaboration, 
this month’s event demonstrated the unique talent and strong presence the Entertainment community 
brings to San Diego.” 
 
For those interested in participating, the San Diego Entertainment Industry Mixers take place once a month 
at The San Diego House of Blues at 1055 5th Ave., San Diego, CA 92101.  

 

Professor K.J. Greene with  event attendees 

TJSL to Co-Host Reception for  
ABA President Jim Silkenat 
 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law and the American Bar Association 
Commission on Immigration will co-host a private reception  
for ABA President James R. Silkenat on the evening of Tuesday,  
September 17, at the law school.   
 
President Silkenat will be visiting the Otay Mesa Detention Facility 
and touring the Port of Entry that day with the Commission on  

Immigration, beginning with attendance at the Legal Orientation Program presentation by the Immigration 
Justice Project.  TJSL alumna Elizabeth Knowles '12 is the Director of the ABA's Immigration Justice Project 
in San Diego and was instrumental in helping to organize the reception. 
 
Invited members of San Diego's legal community, the presidents of TJSL's student organizations, faculty  
and Alumni Association Board members will be among the reception guests who will welcome President 
Silkenat and hear about his immigration initiatives and Legal Access Job Corps program.  
 
Also in attendance will be TJSL Dean Thomas Guernsey, ABA Commission on Immigration Chairperson 
Christina Fiflis, Special Advisor to COI Karen Grisez, IJP Director Elizabeth Knowles, ABA Section on  
Litigation Chair Don Bivens, ABA Board of Governors Member Mark Schickman and District Attorney  
for the Twentieth Judicial District for the State of Colorado, Stan Garnett. 
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Last chance to register for the Sports Law Conference 2013: 
Starting Women’s Football plus an Update Regarding Head Injuries and Developments in Sports Law 

Hosted by the Center for Sports Law & Policy at Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
Friday, September 20, 2013 Room 325, 3rd Floor 
Click here for more information and to register  

 

Starting Women’s Football plus an Update Regarding Head Injuries and Developments in Sports Law  

 
Universities across the country continue to struggle to comply with Title IX and provide women with  
opportunities to participate in intercollegiate athletics. The NCAA has suggested adding opportunities  
for women in bowling, equestrian and rowing. States like Florida, however, sponsor strong and growing  
interscholastic women's football programs. Which is the better approach? That issue and more will be  
discussed at this Conference presented by the Center for Sports Law and Policy at the Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law. The law school will issue its first white paper regarding women's intercollegiate football, 
which examines whether the NCAA, NAIA and other intercollegiate athletic associations should sponsor 
women's football.  The white paper concludes that women's football will help solve Title IX issues, increasing 
participation opportunities for women, in a manner that is racially equitable and will address the kind of  
stereotyping that often occurs in athletic opportunities for women. 
 

The second session of the Conference deals with the continuing problem of head and related injuries in 
sports at all levels: professional, intercollegiate and interscholastic.  Leaders at these levels will discuss  
the latest developments and how together we can best address these serious issues in the future. 
 
Cost: FREE to all Attendees without lunch and MCLE credit. You may purchase lunch for $10.00. If you are  
requesting MCLE credit, the cost is $10.00.   

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/womens-football-conference-2013
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Marjorie Cohn 

Presentations: 

Guantanamo, Drone Strikes, and the Non-War Terror War, Peace & Social Justice Center of South Central 

Kansas, Mennonite Church, Wichita, KS (September 13, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Trading Civil Liberties for Apparent Security is a Bad Deal, Constitutional Law class for pre-law students,  

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS (September 13, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Edward Snowden, Whistleblowers, and a Culture of Surveillance, Manhattan Alliance for Peace & Justice, 

Women Studies Center of Kansas State Univ., Philosophy Dept. (KSU), Leadership Dept. (KSU), Kansas State 

University, Manhattan, KS (September 12, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Drones and Poetry, North County Forum and the San Diego Peace Resource Center, Palomar Unitarian  

Universalist Fellowship, Vista, CA (September 1, 2013) 

Radio: 

U.S.-Russian agreement on Syria, Building Bridges, WBAI (Pacifica), New York (September 16, 2013) 

Radio: 

Peaceful resolution of Syrian crisis, KKSU, Kansas and Arkansas (September 12, 2013) 

Radio: 

Russian proposal that Syria turn over chemical weapons to international body, Sojourner Truth, KPFK 

(Pacifica), Los Angeles (September 10, 2013) 

Radio: 

Developments in Syria conflict, Voice of Russia, Washington D.C. and international (September 9, 2013) 

Radio: 

Illegality of U.S. attack on Syria, Evening News, KPFA (Pacifica), Berkeley (September 8, 2013) 

Radio: 

Impending US attack on Syria, The Monitor, KPFT, Houston and National (September 8, 2013)  

Radio: 

Obama May Lose His Gamble On Getting Approval For War – But Will It Stop An Attack?, Left Voices,  

international (September 6, 2013) 

Radio: 

Impending US attack on Syria, The Cliff Kelly Show, Chicago (September 6, 2013) 

Citations Added September 7, 2013 - September 16, 2013 
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September 9, 2013  
An article regarding the recent paper by Professor Steven Semeraro being cited in an expert report ordered 
by the Eastern District of New York in a class action case against Visa and MasterCard appeared in The Daily 
Transcript. 
 
September 10, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn appeared on Sojourner Truth on KPFK in Los Angeles talking about Syria.  
 
September 10, 2013  
TJSL sports law conference set for Sept. 20 story appeared in The Daily Transcript. 
 
September 10, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn was quoted in a Scoop San Diego article titled Congress debates military strike on 
Syria. http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-
1a6b-11e3-bd44-0019bb30f31a.html  
 
September 10, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn was quoted in an online Finnish magazine article Fifi.voima.fi  about the possible 
military strike on Syria http://fifi.voima.fi/artikkeli/2013/syyskuu/hyokkays-kaikkia-kohtaan 
 
September 11, 2013  
Professor Steven Semeraro was quoted in a Bloomberg Story titled: Visa-MasterCard Judge to Weigh Final 
Approval of Fee Deal. http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final
-approval-of-fee-deal.html  
 
September 11, 2013   
Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp is quoted several times in an article in the Sacramento Bee today. The article is 
about a sexual harassment claim brought by two former Sacramento County employees against a supervisor 
who still works for the county.  Professor Bisom-Rapp provides a big picture view on harassment claims  
nationwide and how difficult it is to really know how many harassment claims are occurring in the work-
place. Read the article at http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-
fights.html 
 
September 14, 2013   
Dean Guernsey spoke with TJSL Alumni Jeff Isaac ’76 on The Lawyer in Blue Jeans Radio Show  
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans  

http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-1a6b-11e3-bd44-0019bb30f31a.html
http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-1a6b-11e3-bd44-0019bb30f31a.html
http://fifi.voima.fi/artikkeli/2013/syyskuu/hyokkays-kaikkia-kohtaan
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-approval-of-fee-deal.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-approval-of-fee-deal.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans
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Making Strides For Breast Cancer Walk 
 
Please join Professor Joy Delman and the Law Students for Reproductive Justice for the Making 
Strides for Breast Cancer Walk.   
 

 
You can join the team or contribute at http://
main.acsevents.org/goto/TJSL_LSRJ  .  
 
 
If  you are planning to participate in the walk, 
please contact Professor Delman at  
jdelman@tjsl.edu. To coordinate a meeting 
place and time on the morning of the event.   

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/TJSL_LSRJ
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/TJSL_LSRJ
mailto:jdelman@tjsl.edu
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=1466560&fr_id=55649&pg=team
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The Marriage Decisions: The Impact for Your Clients  
September 17, 2013  

5:30 - 8:45 p.m. 
 

Presented by the San Diego County Bar Association and the Tom Homann LGBT Law Association 
 
Featuring: 

TJSL Professor Julie A. Greenberg, Esq. 
Larry A. Conway, Esq. 
Merrianne E. Dean, Esq. 
Lisa A. Frank, Esq. 
Ginger E. Jacobs, Esq. 
Mattheus E. Stephens, Esq. 
Bridget J. Wilson, Esq. 
 
 
Join the panel for an overview of the recent Supreme Court decisions on Prop 8 and DOMA, and the  
implications for California couples.  During this presentation, you will learn how to best advise couples 
in California.  This 3 hour program will provide not only an overview, but will address specific ques-
tions in a variety of areas of law including: 
 
• Tax implications including the marital deduction, estate tax and property transfers; 
• Estate planning implications for married same-sex couples; 
• Employment law implications for same-sex spouses; 
• Impact on military service members and their families; 
• The status of federal benefits and privileges available to same-sex couples; and 
• Immigration law and sponsorship of a same-sex spouse. 

Click here to register  
 
Registrations must be received by noon on September 12, 2013 to avoid the late fee. By register-
ing, you are agreeing not to record, photograph or otherwise capture any video or audio of this seminar. 
The SDCBA has the right to refuse registrations. Late registrants and walk-ins will incur a $10.00 late  
registration fee. Registration fees apply to the actual program being purchased and are not transferable 
to another seminar attendee or online program. Walk-ins will be accommodated as space allows and 
are not guaranteed meal service. Registrations will be held until 15 minutes after the published seminar 
start time. The SDCBA certifies that this activity has been approved for MCLE by the State Bar of Califor-
nia. 
 
Location: 
SDCBA Conference Center 
401 West A St., Ste. 120 (1st Fl.) 
San Diego CA 92101 

This CLE is worth: 3.0 GEN 

TJSL Professor  
Julie Greenberg 

https://www.sdcba.org/index.cfm?pg=events&evAction=showDetail&eid=13081&evSubAction=listMonth&calmonth=201309
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Lawyers Club of San Diego 
along with 

California Women Lawyers, Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association, Filipino American Lawyers of San Diego,  
Mother Attorneys Mentoring Association of San Diego, North County Bar Association, Pan Asian Lawyers of San 

Diego, San Diego Defense Lawyers, and Lawyers Club Trifecta Sponsor Fisher & Phillips LLP 
present 

The 7th Annual Balance Symposium Luncheon  
Balancing Across the Legal Profession: From Having It All to Leaning In 

Work-Life Balance and the Realities of Being a Lawyer in the 21st Century 
Thursday, September 19, 2013 

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 
Bristol Hotel, 1055 First Avenue, Downtown San Diego 

Register by 5 p.m., Tuesday, September 17, 2013 
Register here 

 
There has been much controversy surrounding work-life balance issues that face women and men  

following Anne-Marie Slaughter's Atlantic article, Sheryl Sandberg's book Lean In and the Marissa Mayer memo 
ending Yahoo's work-from-home policy. The symposium will feature a short panel discussion  

about this controversy and will then transition to small group break-out sessions at each of the luncheon  
tables led by attorneys whose practices span the entire spectrum of the legal profession:  

 
Members of the TJSL Community, including Professor Lilys McCoy and alumni San Diego DA Bonnie  

Dumanis ‘76 and attorney Josh Gruenberg ‘92, are listed participants in the Sept. 19 Lawyers Club monthly 
luncheon.  Students pay only $20 with registration in advance.  It’s a great networking opportunity! 

 
Darragh Davis (Panelist) General Counsel, PETCO 

Hon. Bonnie Dumanis ‘76 (Panelist) District Attorney, County of San Diego 
Hon. Irma Gonzalez (Panelist) 

Federal Judge and formerly Chief Justice of the United States District Court, Southern District of CA 
Jerrilyn Malana (Panelist) Shareholder, Littler Mendelson P.C. 

Wendy Behan (Moderator) Partner, Casey Gerry Schenk Francavilla Blatt & Penfield, LLP 
Elaine Alexander Executive Director, Appellate Defenders, Inc. 

George Brewster Senior Deputy County Counsel, County of San Diego 
Debora A. Buljat Associate General Counsel, General Dynamics NASSCO 
Jodi Cleesattle Deputy Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General 

Mara Elliott Deputy City Attorney, City of San Diego 
Josh Gruenberg ‘92 Owner, Law Office of Josh Gruenberg 

Lilys McCoy Dir., Center for Solo Practioners at TJSL and Lawyers Club Past President (2002-2003) 
Marcella McLaughlin Deputy District Attorney, County of San Diego 

Virginia Price Partner, Higgs, Fletcher & Mack LLP 
Kandy Williams Freelance Attorney, Montage Legal Group 

Claudette Wilson Partner, Wilson Turner Kosmo LLP 
Janine Sarti Chief Legal Officer, Palomar Health 

 
1.0 MCLE Elimination of Bias credit offered. $25, Lawyers Club members & members of a co-hosting  

organization; $40, non-members; $20, students; $40 at the door (if space available).  
Contact Balance Committee Co-chairs Holly Amaya or Gabriela Salazar Burns with any questions. 

https://m360.lawyersclubsandiego.com/ViewEvent.aspx?id=85642&instance=0
mailto:HAmaya@wisintl.com
mailto:burns@claroconsultingservices.com
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15 
 

Get up-to-date  
information re-
lated to sports 
law and TJSL Cen-
ter for Sports 
Law and Policy by 
following on Fa-
cebook (https://
www.facebook.co
m/tjslcslp) and on 
Twitter 
(@TjslSportsLaw) 

16 
 
4 p.m. 
Burgers, Beer 
& Banter with 
Professor  
Richard  
Winchester 
Location: The 
Tilted Kilt 

17 
 
Constitution 
Day 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Federalist  
Society  
Supreme 
Court Preview 
Room 225 

18 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Academic  
Success  
Transitioning to 
Legal Writing II 

19 

 

20 
 
11:30 a.m. – 
4:45 p.m.  
Sports Law 
Conference 
2013  
Room 325 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 
 
6 - 8 p.m. 
Center for Law 
& Social Jus-
tice Drug  
Policy  
Discussion 
Room 227 

25 
11:30 a.m. 
Academic Success 
Advanced Essay 
Exam Writing 
Room 227 
 
11:30 a.m.  
and  
5 p.m. 
2L Advising  
Session 
Room 225 

 
 

26 27 28 

29 30  
 
Career  
Services  
Presents: Job 
Search for  
December 
Grads 11:30 
a.m. Room 227 
& 4:30 p.m. 
Room 225. 
Mandatory for 
all December 
Grads 

October 1 2 
 

3L Advising 
11:30 a.m.  
&  
5 p.m.  
Room 225 

3 4 5 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER  

https://www.facebook.com/tjslcslp
https://www.facebook.com/tjslcslp
https://www.facebook.com/tjslcslp

