
  

 

IP Fellows Start Patent Research Project 
By Katherine MacFarlane (3L) 
 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law Adjunct Professor Randy Berholtz 
and his team of Intellectual Property Fellows have begun a year-long 
IP Honors Research Project in furtherance of creating a rubric to aid 
bio-pharmaceutical companies and patent practitioners in deciding 
which countries to file for patent protection.   
 
The goal of the honors research project is to provide life science  
companies and patent practitioners with a comprehensive guide  
regarding the countries where biopharma patents are filed, the coun-
tries where life science companies and patent practitioners should 

file for patent protection, and the factors that life science companies and patent practitioners should take into  
consideration when strategizing for international patent protection.  
 
The project will consist of the following: (1) a paper addressing: the background of patents, the questions of 
where do and where should bio-pharmaceutical companies file patents, the development of a decision tree  
addressing each country’s rule of law and patentability, and a recommendation of further study in the area;  
(2) a survey querying practitioners as to their present filing habits and the rationale behind them; (3) a seminar 
titled “Where to File: A Rubric for Biopharma Practitioners” to be held Friday, April 11, 2014 at Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law; and (4) a published Law Review article summarizing all stages of the research project and its  
corresponding analysis.   
 
Professor Berholtz is the Acting General Counsel and Secretary of Innovus Pharmaceuticals, Inc. He formerly 
served as Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of ACON Laboratories, Inc.; Chief Operating Officer and 
General Counsel of IngleWood Ventures, a life sciences venture capital fund; and Acting General Counsel and  
Secretary, Nanogen, Inc., a public genomic products company.  
 
This is the second IP Honors Research Project Professor Berholtz has led at TJSL.  The first was in 2009 titled  
“Improving Patent Adjudication: An Updated and Revised Survey of Practitioners’ Experience and Options”. 
 
This year’s participating IP Fellows include: Vince Davies (2L), Katherine MacFarlane (3L), Derek Midkiff (3L),  
Sumant Pathak (3L) and Richard Schurman (2L).   
 
Vince Davies holds a B.S. in Biochemistry (University of California, San Diego) and a M.S. in Molecular Biology  
(San Diego State University).  Davies is patent bar eligible and presently works at Nanovega, Inc. as a Legal Intern.  
 
Katherine MacFarlane received her B.S. in Biology, with a minor in Economics, from the University of Massachu-
setts, Amherst. MacFarlane is patent bar eligible with plans to sit for the exam in December 2013.  She is also  
currently working at the University of California, San Diego in the department of Family Medicine.   
Continued on next page... 

Left to Right: Derek Midkiff, Richard Schurman, Sumant 
Pathak, Katherine MacFarlane, and Vince Davies  

 September 30, 2013 
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TJSL's Mock Trial Team Expands 
 

This year, the TJSL Mock Trial Team welcomed 11 new members 
Andrew Myers (2L), Chanel Diblasi (2L), Ashley Salas (2L), Ismael 
Iniguez (3L), James Kiernan (2L), James White (2L), Jessica 
McCracken (2L), Katie Smith (2L), Kierre Coghill (2L), Leanne Wil-
der (2L) and Raffy Krikorian (3L). 
 
Of the new members, three will represent TJSL on October 17 - 
19 in the San Diego Defense Lawyers 2013 Mock Trial Competi-

tion. Coached by Professors Lilys McCoy and Lea Fields-Bernard, teammates Katie Smith, Joscelyn Campbell,  
Andrew Myers and James Kiernan will compete against various schools from throughout the nation.  
 
“We are really excited about the new players,” says Mock Trial Team Member and SBA President Milena  
Celentano, (3L).  “They are incredibly talented and dedicated- they’ve definitely raised the bar.”   

 
Enthusiastic about the upcoming competition, Myers stated “momentum is one of the hardest things to stop. 
We have that building off of last year, and I'm thankful to be a part of this team.”  Smith added, “as the first 
competition approaches, it's key to set the tone for the rest of the season and we are more than up for the 
challenge.” 

IP Fellows Start Patent Research Project continued…  
 

Derek Midkiff is a registered patent agent with the USPTO.  Midkiff earned a B.S. in Nuclear Engineering 
from Purdue University with a concentration in Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  Midkiff currently works 
as a Patent Agent, communicating with clients and filing patent applications in Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law’s Patent Clinic.   
 
Sumant Pathak, is a registered patent agent with the USPTO.  Pathak received his B.S. in Electrical Engineer-
ing with a concentration in Nanotechnology from the University of California, Santa Cruz and is currently 
working as a Patent Agent with the San Diego IP Law Group.   
 
Schurman received his undergraduate degree in Political Science with a focus in Political Economy, from the 
University of Washington, Seattle.  Richard has an interest in patent litigation and is currently working at 
Masuvalley & Partners as a Junior Associate.   
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Professors Bisom-Rapp and Lee Present Papers at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
Professors Susan Bisom-Rapp and Rebecca Lee present-
ed papers at the Eighth Annual Colloquium on Current 
Scholarship in Labor and Employment Law. This year’s 
colloquium was held on September 27 – 28 and was host-
ed at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) by the 
William S. Boyd School of Law.  UNLV Professors Ruben 
Garcia and Ann McGinley organized the conference. In 
2008, Thomas Jefferson School of Law co-hosted the 
event in San Diego along with the University of San Diego 
and California Western Schools of Law. 
 
“The annual colloquium has become the premier national 
conference for labor and employment law works-in-
progress,” said Professor Bisom-Rapp, “drawing labor 
and employment law professors from around the coun-
try.”  A highlight of this year’s conference was a dinner 
hosted at the union hall of the Culinary Workers (Local 
226).  Accompanying the dinner was a panel, “Labor’s 
History and Future in Nevada: From the Mines to the  
Casinos,”  featuring speakers who are labor leaders in  
Las Vegas and including a talk by labor historian Profes-
sor Michael Green of the College of Southern Nevada.  
 
Professors Bisom-Rapp and Lee presented their papers 
at UNLV on September 27.  Professor Bisom-Rapp’s  
paper,  “It’s Complicated: Age, Gender, and Lifetime  
Discrimination against Working Women – the U.S. and 
the U.K. as Examples,” is co-authored with Professor  
Malcolm Sargeant, who teaches at Middlesex University 
Business School in London, UK.  The paper tackles a 
pressing problem facing women in old age – the problem 
of falling into poverty at the end of their lives.  Women in 
both countries suffer from multiple disadvantages before 
and during their working lives, resulting in significantly 
poorer outcomes in old age when compared to men.   
Older women of color are especially disadvantaged.   
To address the causal factors, Bisom-Rapp and Sargeant 
develop a model of Lifetime Disadvantage, which consid-
ers the major factors that on average produce unequal 
outcomes for working women at the end of their careers. 
Integral to the model are the legal and policy efforts that 
lessen or magnify the factors’ lifetime effects.  Bisom-
Rapp and Sargeant argue that regulatory schemes creat-
ed on a piecemeal basis are unlikely to vanquish systemic 
inequality on the scale of gender-based lifetime discrimi-
nation.  Indeed, recognizing the limitations of statutory 
and policy tinkering is the first step to developing a 
whole life approach to women workers that will bring 
greater economic equality in old age. 
 

Continued on next page... 

 

Professors Rebecca Lee and Susan Bisom-Rapp 

Professors Rebecca Lee,  Ann McGinley (UNLV),  
Susan Bisom-Rapp and Vicki Schultz (Yale)  

Professors Rebecca Lee, Susan Bisom-Rapp, Marley Weiss 
(Maryland) and Mike Zimmer (Loyola Chicago)  
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Professors Bisom-Rapp and Lee Present Papers at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas  continued…  
 
Professor Lee’s paper,  Professor Lee's paper, "Reconceptualizing the Judge a Public Leader," 
looks at how we understand the role of the judge, and the full range of work that judges engage 
in and should engage in.  The most familiar part of the judge’s work is adjudicating and this 
is understood as mostly solitary work.  Although this is true to some extent, she shows-
that judges also work with others in important ways -- in their chambers, in their courtrooms, 
and in the courthouse, as well as outside the courthouse.  Moreover, judges represent the third 
branch of government, an essential part of our system of democratic self-governance.  In light of 
all that judges do as part of their work, and their clear place in our system of government, Profes-
sor Lee addresses two important questions: does the public view the judge as a leader in larger 
society?, and do judges view themselves as public leaders?  As she points out, the concept or title 

of leader may not automatically attach to the judicial role because of a judge’s duty to adjudicate impartially and 
fairly, without partisan loyalty and political motivations.  But leadership involves more than just politically-
oriented activities.  As she argues, individuals who help the direct the work of others and demonstrate influence 
also may be seen as engaging in leadership activity.  If we think about how one actually becomes a viable candidate 
for a judgeship, successful judicial candidates have demonstrated leadership to some degree.  Once on the bench, 
these individuals do not stop their leadership work – as judges, they instead engage in a different kind of leader-
ship.  Judges exercise authority in the most obvious way by deciding cases and writing court opinions.  Judges also 
lead by serving as an employer to their court personnel and in how they operate their chambers and direct the 
work of their staff.  Further, judges lead by representing the judicial branch to the public and to the other branches 
of government.  To provide some qualitative data regarding judges’ own perceptions about what they do as judges, 
Professor Lee’s project will include an empirical component involving interviews with sitting federal and state 
judges.  Professor Lee asserts in this work that judicial leadership is a significant but under-recognized aspect of a 
judge’s work, and argues that we ought to reconceptualize the judge as public leader, in terms of how the public 
views judges as well as how judges themselves view their roles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law Graduation to be held on Saturday, December 14, 2013 

at Copley Symphony Hall 10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security and Campus Crime Statistics Act, also known as the Campus 
Safety and Security Report, is provided to all enrolled students and current employees. The report informs the 

campus community about campus crime statistics.  The report can be accessed on the school website at: 
http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information.  

 

Hard copies of the report are available in the Security Desk on L1.    
Prospective employees and students are afforded the same information at the time they obtain an  

application for employment or admission. 

http://www.tjsl.edu/student-consumer-information
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TJSL ALUMNI NAMED TO SAN DIEGO METRO'S  
"40 UNDER 40" LIST 
 
Each year, San Diego Metro Magazine honors some of the best 
and brightest minds of San Diego County by naming them to 
their  “40 Under 40” list. Distinguished TJSL Alumni Puja 
Sachdev 03' and Kimberly Simms 08' made the list this year  
and accepted their awards at the “San Diego Metro's 40 Under 
40 Awards Luncheon” on September 26, at the Sheraton Hotel 
and Marina.  
 

Sachdev and Simms join other TJSL Alumni in the “40 Under 40” hall of fame with this recognition. Renee 
Galente 08' was named in 2012, and Eric Ganci 08' and Susan Riggs Tinsky 08' were named in 2011. 
 
Sachdev of the Law Office of Puja A. Sachdev is receiving the “Best Lawyer” award. She is a solo practition-
er, a certified specialist in family law by the California Board of Legal Specialization, and the only Certified  
Divorce Financial Analyst in the greater San Diego area. She graduated from the University of Nevada, 
earned an M.B.A. in financial and tax planning from San Diego State University, and worked as a Research 
Analyst for Franklin Templeton Investments before pursuing law school at TJSL. Sachdev serves as a staff 
writer for the Millionaire Girls Movement and is a member of the Lawyers Club of San Diego, the North 
American South Asia Bar Association and the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association. She also has 
volunteered for the Lawyer Program, participated in the Susan G. Komen 3-Day Breast Cancer Walk and  
received other distinguished awards, including San Diego Daily Transcript's Top Young Attorney Award in 
2012, Top Family Law Attorney in 2013 and San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program's Standout Award in 
2012.  
 
Simms, of the Law Office of Kimberly R. Simms,  is a solo practitioner specializing in personal injury, crimi-
nal defense and medical marijuana law. She graduated from Florida State University before attending TJSL. 
During law school, she worked in several personal injury firms and interned with Protection & Advocacy,  
an organization dedicated to advancing the rights of Californians. Today, Simms is recognized as an expert 
in the emerging medical marijuana law field and teaches classes at the Legal Cannabis Institute. She serves 
as Vice President for the San Diego Young Democrats and is on the Executive Board of San Diego County 
Democratic Central Committee. Simms recently became the 2013 New Leaders Council Fellow for the San 
Diego Leadership Alliance. She is a member of the Young Professionals Council, a philanthropic organiza-
tion supporting the San Diego LGTB Center, and has committed pro bono legal services as a volunteer at-
torney for the California Innocence Project.  
 
“I was absolutely thrilled to be chosen as one of San Diego Metro's 40 under 40," said Simms.  "It's a true 
honor to be recognized by the community which I serve and to know I am making a real impact in both my 
personal and professional life.  It's especially exciting to be recognized for my work in the cutting edge  
legal field of medical marijuana. It's always a risk to do something new and different, but I love what I do 
each and every day. I'm also very excited to be expanding my practice to include another evolving legal 
field - Family Formation Law - working with families using various forms of assisted reproductive technol-
ogies to make sure their legal rights are fully protected." 
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CLEO Council Honors TJSL as  
"Diversity Pipeline Architect" 
 

The Council on Legal Education Opportunity 
(CLEO) Council recognized Thomas Jefferson School 
of Law as one of its "45 for 45" honorees during 
CLEO's 45th anniversary celebration reception at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. on Septem-
ber 26. 
 

This year marks the 45th year of CLEO’s helping to 
bring greater diversity to the legal profession. To 
showcase this momentous occasion, CLEO titled the 
theme of the celebration “45 for 45.”  This refers to 

the 45 law schools, 45 law firms, corporations, and associations, and 45 individuals who have played a 
critical role in the financial viability of CLEO since 2000.   
 

During the summers of 2006, 2008 and 2011, TJSL hosted CLEO Summer Institutes, which together 
brought about 150 CLEO Scholars to the law school for six weeks of courses taught by TJSL professors,  
individualized guidance, networking and other activities to prepare them for the rigors of law school.   
The purpose of the summer program is to provide traditionally under-represented and disadvantaged 
groups an opportunity to "jump start" their legal careers.  CLEO was founded as a non-profit project of  
the American Bar Association Fund for Justice and Education to expand opportunities for minority and  
low-income students to attend law school. Many CLEO Scholars are the first member of their family to 
graduate from college.  
 

According to the announcement sent to TJSL Dean Tom Guernsey, the CLEO staff stated:  "In honor of our 
esteemed Council Chairman Emeritus, the late William A. 'Buddy' Blakey, we are recognizing these 135 
generous financial supporters as the inaugural group of 'William A. Blakey Diversity Pipeline Archi-
tects.' Buddy dedicated his life to ensuring the educational 'pipeline' was readily accessible to all students 
who exhibited the aptitude, fortitude and passion to successfully pursue a quality education. By support-
ing CLEO and organizations like it, our 'pipeline architects' are doing their part to help ensure the legacy 
he worked diligently to establish is carried on." 

  

  

  

 

2011 CLEO Students and TJSL Advisors 
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Marjorie Cohn 
Presentations: 
Whistleblowers Bradley Manning & Edward Snowden: US and International Law Implications, Humanist Fel-
lowship of San Diego, World Affairs Council, Americans United for Separation of Church & States, Santa Fe 
Room, Balboa Park, San Diego (September 21, 2013) 

Radio: 
Speeches at the UN General Assembly and "American exceptionalism," Uprising, KPFK, Los Angeles 
(September 26, 2013) 

 

Susan Bisom-Rapp 
Presentations: 
It’s Complicated: Age, Gender, and Lifetime Discrimination Against Working Women – the U.S. and U.K. as Ex-
amples (paper co-authored with Malcolm Sargeant), Eighth Annual Colloquium on Current Scholarship in La-
bor and Employment Law, University of Nevada, William S. Boyd School of Law, Las Vegas, NV (September 
27, 2013) 

 

New Citations Added September 20 - September 30, 2013 

CONTEST:  FIND THE TJSL BRICK IN THE NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY  
 
Somewhere within the new Central Library is a brick/tile engraved with the TJSL name. The first TJSL  
student to find this tile and email the two required photos to the Communications Office will win a TJSL  
T-shirt and water bottle AND a $10 gift certificate for the East Village Tavern & Bowl on Market Street. 
The two, good quality and good resolution photos required are: 
 
1. A close-up of the tile that clearly shows the law school's name. 
2. A clear shot of you, the student, standing by the tile in the area of the library where it is located. 
 
Email both photos to communications@tjsl.edu. The sender of the first set of qualifying photos to arrive in 
our mailbox will win the prize. Your name and the photos will be published in The Advisor and on the TJSL 
website. 
 
Happy hunting in the new Central Library! 

mailto:communications@tjsl.edu
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September 10, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn was quoted in a Scoop San Diego article titled Congress debates military strike on Syria. 
http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-1a6b-11e3-
bd44-0019bb30f31a.html  
 
September 10, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn was quoted in an online Finnish magazine article Fifi.voima.fi  about the possible  
military strike on Syria http://fifi.voima.fi/artikkeli/2013/syyskuu/hyokkays-kaikkia-kohtaan 
 
September 11, 2013  
Professor Steven Semeraro was quoted in a Bloomberg Story titled: Visa-MasterCard Judge to Weigh Final  
Approval of Fee Deal. http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-
approval-of-fee-deal.html  
 
September 11, 2013   
Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp is quoted several times in an article in the Sacramento Bee today. The article is about 
a sexual harassment claim brought by two former Sacramento County employees against a supervisor who still 
works for the county.  Professor Bisom-Rapp provides a big picture view on harassment claims  
nationwide and how difficult it is to really know how many harassment claims are occurring in the workplace. 
Read the article at http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html 
 
September 14, 2013   
Dean Guernsey spoke with TJSL Alumni Jeff Isaac ’76 on The Lawyer in Blue Jeans Radio Show  
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans  
 
September 18, 2013 
Professor Luz Herrera was quoted in the Law firm incubators help both grads and needy clients, Fred Rooney story 
that appeared in the ABAJournal.com story. http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/
article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/  
 
September 23, 2013 
Two students have been selected to represent Thomas Jefferson School of Law at The Peggy Browning Fund’s 15th 
annual National Law Students Workers’ Rights Conference in Baltimore Oct. 25-26 story  
appeared in The Daily Transcript. 
 
September 24, 2013 
See Professor Marjorie Cohn’s Video http://vimeo.com/75341783  of her debate on Syria with Northwestern pro-
fessor Ian Hurd, hosted by American University in Washington DC. 
 
September 26, 2013 
Marjorie Cohn was a guest on Uprising. US Faces Criticism From Many Fronts at UN Meeting Even As Obama Reit-
erates US Exceptionalism. http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-

even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/  

 
September 26, 2013 
National Sports Law Negotiation Competition, held last weekend at Thomas Jefferson School of Law  story   
appeared in The  Daily Transcript  http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm Source-
Code=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event  

http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-1a6b-11e3-bd44-0019bb30f31a.html
http://scoopsandiego.com/news/local/congress-debates-military-strike-on-syria/article_31577fb0-1a6b-11e3-bd44-0019bb30f31a.html
http://fifi.voima.fi/artikkeli/2013/syyskuu/hyokkays-kaikkia-kohtaan
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-approval-of-fee-deal.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-12/visa-mastercard-judge-to-weigh-final-approval-of-fee-deal.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/15/5736953/public-eye-sacramento-county-fights.html
http://www.760kfmb.com/story/13464879/lawyer-in-blue-jeans
http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/2013_legal_rebel_profile_fred_rooney/
http://vimeo.com/75341783
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2013/09/26/us-faces-criticism-from-many-fronts-at-un-meeting-even-as-obama-reinterates-us-exceptionalism/
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
http://www.sddt.com/news/article.cfm?SourceCode=20130926czb&_t=Chapman+University+wins+TJSLhosted+sports+law+event
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Professor Alex Kreit, Director of TJSL's Center for Law and Social Justice, has announced several exciting 

fall events presented by the Center, beginning tomorrow and taking place over the next few weeks.   
Pizza and sodas will be provided at all events for those who RSVP for each event  

individually at the links below. 

 

Tuesday, October 1st   

"Freedom to Write: A Panel Discussion on Philosophy and Practice"  

6:00 - 7:30 pm -- Room 227 

The CLSJ is pleased to be co-sponsoring this great event with the PEN Center USA 
(http://www.penusa.org/) and the San Diego City College International Book Fair. The event will focus 

on how best to create a world in which freedom of expression is guaranteed for all writers.  Panelists 
will include: our own Prof. Marybeth Herald -- Constitutional Law professor and scholar;  

Adam Somers -- Executive Director of PEN Center USA; and Elias Wondimu -- an exiled journalist from 
Ethiopia and PEN Center Board Member.  Please RSVP at http://tinyurl.com/FreedomToWrite  

 

 
Wednesday, October 9th  

"Boards and Commissions Training" 

6:00 - 7:30 pm -- Room 229 

Are you interested in getting more active in your community, while also building your resume?   
A great way is to serve on one of the hundreds of official government Boards and Commissions 

 in San Diego and California.   
 

These positions, which are held by appointment, cover a range of issues.   
At this training, you will hear from: Mona Pasguil -- Appointments Secretary for Governor Jerry Brown,  
David Hall -- San Diego County Assistant Clerk of the Board, and Efrem Bycer -- Founder of BoardNext. 
 The CLSJ is co-sponsoring this event with the San Diego Leadership Alliance, Leaders 2020, the Center 

for Civic Engagement, and the American Constitution Society, San Diego Lawyer Chapter.  Because of the 
number of co-sponsors and potential interest, space for this event is limited.   

Please RSVP at https://sdboardtraining.eventbrite.com/  

http://www.penusa.org/
http://tinyurl.com/FreedomToWrite
https://sdboardtraining.eventbrite.com/
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Thomas Jefferson School of Law Graduation Saturday, December 14  

Copley Symphony Hall 10 a.m.  
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CALLING ALL LAW STUDENT AND  
RECENT GRAD VOLUNTEERS 

 
“Open the Doors to Justice” Day at the South Bay County Court will be on October 25th from  
9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  High school students will be visiting the court and taking part in mock trials.  

 
Judge Ana Espana and Commissioner Terri Roberts invite law students and recent law school grads  

to volunteer to assist students throughout the day.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions, please email Lizzette Herrera Castellanos at 
Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu. 

mailto:Lizzette.herrera@sandiego.edu
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