
  

 

Two New TJSL Trustees Announced  
 
Federal Judge Roger T. Benitez and the founding director of San Diego's Regional 
Office of the Anti-Defamation League, Morris S. Casuto, are the newest members  
of the Thomas Jefferson School of Law (TJSL) Board of Trustees.  The election of  
the new trustees was announced by Randy M. Grossman, TJSL Trustee and Chair  
of the Board's Governance and Long Range Planning Committee. 
 
"Judge Benitez is a highly respected member of the Federal Bench and brings a 
sharp legal mind and sound judgment to an already strong Board," according to 

Professor Grossman, a San Diego attorney and sports agent who graduated from TJSL in 1994 and also is an adjunct at the 
law school.  "His multifaceted local background as a 1978 alumnus of the law school, private practitioner, state court judge 
and federal judge, gives Judge Benitez a unique perspective that will greatly benefit the TJSL community." 
 
Regarding the election of Casuto, Grossman noted, "Morris Casuto has been recognized nationally as an expert on hate 
crimes during a career that has spanned more than 40 years.  He graciously served as an outside member on the recent  
TJSL Dean Search Committee responsible for the hiring of new Dean Thomas Guernsey and impressed everyone with his 
dedication and integrity.  Mr. Casuto knows San Diego and the Board looks forward to his service and input in the areas of 
leadership and development." 
 
The Honorable Roger T. Benitez was first appointed to the Superior Court of California in 1997, after previously working in 
general practice with a law firm.  He served as Presiding Judge of the Appellate Division before being appointed as a United 
States Magistrate Judge for the Southern District in 2001.  In 2004, he was appointed to the District Judge position he now 
holds.  Judge Benitez has sat by designation numerous times with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and also has sat on  
assignment in Arizona, Guam and Saipan.  He is a charter member of the Wallace Inn of Court, currently chairs the Southern 
District's IT Committee and is a member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Committee on Financial Disclosure, having been  
appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts. 
 
Morris Casuto retired in 2010 after serving for 37 years as a member of the Professional Staff of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL). During his tenure with the ADL, he developed a national reputation as an expert on hate crimes as well as on extrem-
ist and terrorist organizations. For more than 10 years, he taught for the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, where 
he helped conceive, write and teach a unique multi-day hate/bias crime seminar. Casuto also served as Chair of the U.S.  
Attorney's Hate Crimes Working Group, which was awarded a $100,000 grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance to  
develop a hate crime victim assistance project. 
 
Casuto and Judge Benitez join an impressive group of TJSL Trustees, including: Randy K. Jones, Board Chair and Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of California in San Diego; the Honorable William McCurine, Jr., Federal Magistrate 
Judge for the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California; San Diego Superior Court Judges Browder Willis, a 
1983 TJSL graduate, and Lillian Y. Lim (Retired), a 1977 TJSL graduate; Charles Abdelnour, former longtime San Diego City 
Clerk and a 1974 TJSL graduate; Fred Gerson, former San Diego Padres Executive Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer; 
J. Dennis Burks, former Executive Vice-President and General Manager of SeaWorld San Diego; Mark C. Zebrowski,  
Managing Partner of the San Diego office of Morrison Foerster; Kendall DeMatteo Berkey, a San Diego attorney specializing 
in municipal, public and redevelopment law and a 1994 TJSL graduate; Richard D. Prochazka, a prominent San Diego labor  
law attorney; Bryant Garth, a UC Irvine law professor and former Dean of Southwestern Law School and the Indiana  
University-Bloomington School of Law; and Grossman, whose sports clients include Padres Hall of Famer Dave Winfield. 
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Sports Law Conference 2013: 
Starting Women’s Football and an Update Regarding Head Injuries and Developments in Sports Law 

Hosted by the Center for Sports Law & Policy at Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
Friday, September 20, 2013 Room 325, 3rd Floor 
Click here for more information and to register  

 

Starting Women’s Football and an Update Regarding Head Injuries and Developments in Sports Law  

 
Universities across the country continue to struggle to comply with Title IX and provide women with opportuni-
ties to participate in intercollegiate athletics. The NCAA has suggested adding opportunities for women in bowl-
ing, equestrian and rowing. States like Florida sponsor strong and growing interscholastic women's football pro-
grams. Which is the better approach? That issue and more will be discussed at this Conference presented by the 
Center for Sports Law and Policy at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law. The law school will be issuing its first 
white paper regarding the issue of starting women's intercollegiate football. The white paper examines whether 
the NCAA, NAIA and other intercollegiate athletic associations should sponsor women's football and concludes 
that women's football will help solve Title IX issues, increasing participation opportunities for women in a man-
ner that is racially equitable, and address the kind of stereotyping that often occurs in athletic opportunities for 
women. 
 
The second panel of the conference deals with the continuing problem of head and related injuries in sports at all 
levels: professional, intercollegiate and interscholastic. This session brings leaders at the professional, collegiate, 
interscholastic and youth levels together to address latest developments in the area and to discuss how we can 
best address these serious issues in the future. 
 
Cost: FREE to all Attendees without lunch and MCLE credit. You may purchase lunch for $10.00. If you are  
requesting MCLE credit, the cost is $10.00.   

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/womens-football-conference-2013
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Danielle Gilbert Lands Federal Clerkship  
in her Hometown of Austin, Texas  
 
Danielle Gilbert (3L) will be clerking for U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Mark Lane in the Western District of Texas in  
Austin next year.  
  
“I am thrilled to share the news that Danielle Gilbert, 
our Law Review Editor in Chief, has landed a federal 
clerkship,” said Director of Career Services Beverly 
Bracker.“ Danielle set her mind on a clerkship pretty 
early on in law school, and she worked extremely hard 
to make this happen.” 
  

“I am so excited about this clerkship,” said Gilbert. "Working for a judge is my dream job.  I enjoy the neutral, 
contemplative writing that a judicial clerkship entails. When I got a post-graduate clerkship offer from Judge 
Mark Lane, a U.S. magistrate judge in the Western District of Texas, I immediately accepted. Judge Lane's 25 
years of experience in Austin's legal community made clerking in his chambers very desirable to me.”   
  
Gilbert is thrilled that this opportunity will take her back to her hometown of Austin, Texas where she can  
be near her family. “Getting a clerkship required some planning and preparing,” said Gilbert. “I knew that I 
wanted to be a judicial clerk, so I applied for as many judicial externships as possible. I had completed three 
judicial externships by my 3L year, and I believe those experiences are why Judge Lane hired me.” 
  
This summer Gilbert held a prominent internship with the Department of Justice Executive Office for  
Immigration Review in San Francisco, through its Summer Law Internship Program (SLIP). 
  
Gilbert says that she will miss San Diego and all of her TJSL friends and colleagues when she leaves next 
May, but that she is  “excited to see all of our careers begin." 
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Cameron Oxberry’s Internship with the Department  
of Homeland Security  
 
Cameron Oxberry (2L) recently completed an intensive, 10-week externship 
with the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Principal Legal Adviser 
(OPLA). Oxberry commuted daily from San Diego to OPLA’s flagship office in 
downtown Los Angeles.  
 
“I want to thank everyone in Career Services because without them, this  
experience would not have been possible,” said Oxberry. “Director of Career 
Services Beverly Bracker played an integral part in helping me prepare for  
my interview and without Associate Director of Career Services Maysa Eissa’s 
encouragement, I never would have attended the Southern California Public 
Interest Career Day.”  
 

During the summer, Oxberry researched and drafted multiple memoranda, motions, briefs and other moving 
papers on a variety of immigration law issues. “In particular, my motion to reconsider successfully moved 
the Immigration Judge to vacate her prior judgment,” Oxberry said. “I composed an appellate brief for the 
Board of Immigration Appeals and often accompanied trial attorneys to court as second chair. I observed  
civil rights litigation in U.S. District Court pertaining to Immigration & Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) deten-
tion policies and conferred with members of ICE’s National Security Team as well.  
 
“I came to law school because I want to litigate,” said Oxberry.“ At 55,000 cases, OPLA Los Angeles has the 
largest docket of any public office in the U.S. This externship afforded me the opportunity to gain tangible 
experience as a litigator. I am grateful to OPLA for teaching me a great deal about legal analysis and synthesis 
as well. I also had the privilege of meeting former ICE Director John Morton. Director Morton met with the 
legal interns privately and allowed us a question and answer period. He is a highly charismatic individual 
with an infectious personality. It was exhilarating to speak with him.”  
 
Oxberry said that the highlight of the summer occurred when he litigated as the attorney on record on  
behalf of the government against opposing counsel in U.S. Immigration Court.  
 
The SES Chief Counsel Los Angeles, Sandra Anderson, awarded Oxberry a certificate of appreciation at the  
conclusion of his summer tenure with OPLA.  
 
Click here to learn more about the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Principal Legal Advisor. 
 
Oxberry secured this internship through the 2013 Southern California Public Interest Career Day.  
Registration details for the 2014 Southern California Public Interest Career Day will be available in  
December. 

 

http://www.ice.gov/contact/opla/
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TJSL Student Org Fair  
 
The student organization room on the 5th floor was buzzing on 
Thursday, August 29, as TJSL students gathered at the fall semester 
Student Organization Fair. 
  
“The fair was a great success in that we were able to meet a  
number of board members from other orgs and get some prelimi-
nary plans for future collaboration together,” said Brittany Nobles 
(3L) OUTLaw Co-President. “I think cooperation is going to be a  
big trend this coming year and we definitely started that today.” 
  
“The Org Fair is crucial to getting the word out to new students 
about WLA and letting them know the opportunities the orgs  
offer,” said Katie Smith (2L) Women's Law Association President. 
“Today went really well as we got to share our mentorship  
program and upcoming events with new and returning students.” 
  
Over 30 student organizations showcased the reasons they believe 
that potential members should join their organization. 
 
"The student organization fair helped us to sign up dozens of new 
members,” said Kath Rogers (1L) Student Animal Legal Defense 
Fund member. “Our members volunteer to exercise shelter pets, 
help homeless animals and enact policies for animal welfare." 
 
Representatives of each organization said they are proud of their 
orgs and that the student org fair is a fun way to meet, attract  
and recruit new members. 
  
“Reaching out to new and returning students to let them know that 
the goals of Sports Law Society are to help them find their home 
here at TJSL is so rewarding,” said Michelle Evenson (2L) Sports 
Law Society President. 
  
“Everyone has been excited to hear about what we have planned 
for the upcoming year and how they can benefit from our society 
while in law school as well as during their professional careers," 
said Jeremy Elias (3L) Business Law Society President and  
Founder. 
 
"The student organization fair is so important to our organization 
because we finally get an opportunity to meet the incoming  
students and tell them what are the objectives of the Armenian 
Law Students Association,” said Najda Aslanyan (3L), Armenian 
Law Students Association President. “It is always great to meet 
those who are passionate about the law and come from similar 
backgrounds and cultures. Today, a good number of Armenians 
and non-Armenians showed interest in the organization and we 
welcome the opportunity for those who are interested in ALSA to 
join and be part of it!" 
  
Visit our website to learn more about individual organizations. 

 

Black Law Students Association Members  

Stephanie Fergusan Intellectual Property Law 
Association Member  

Andrew Halbert, Phil Shapiro '85, Milena  
Celentano SBA President & Michelle Ribaudo  

Business Law Society Members 

Phi Alpha Delta Members  

http://www.tjsl.edu/student-life/organizations-teams
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TJSL Hosts “Supreme Court Preview” Panel on September 17 
 
The San Diego Lawyer's Chapter of the Federalist Society, the TJSL Federalist  
Society and the Federal Bar Association are co-sponsoring a “Supreme Court  
Preview” panel on Tuesday, September 17, from 11:45-12:50 in room 225.  
 
TJSL Professor Bryan Wildenthal will be on the panel accompanied by local Profes-
sors Glenn Smith and Michael Ramsey. Professor Smith of California Western School 
of Law is the creator of a nationally-recognized seminar that teaches law students 
about the Supreme Court. Professor Ramsey of the University of San Diego School of 
Law clerked for Justice U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonin Scalia.  
 
“This is an exciting preview of all the hot button issues the court may decide next 
year, said Professor Wildenthal. “If you thought this year was great, stay tuned,”  
 
Panelists will discuss cases the court has or may grant Certiorari on for the upcoming term beginning in  
October. Some of the anticipated topics include: political campaign finance, Indian gaming, derivatives under 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, age discrimination, affirmative action, abortion-inducing drugs, the  
separation of church and state, and presidential recess appointments.  
 
The Hon. Larry Alan Burns will be moderating this event. Judge Burns was nominated by President George 
W. Bush and currently serves as a Federal District Judge for the Southern District of California. Most recently, 
Judge Burns was selected to be a visiting Federal District Judge for the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals to  
preside over the trial of Jared Lee Loughner. Loughner was sentenced to life after pleading guilty to 19  
murder and attempted murder charges in connection to his shooting spree that severely injured Congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords and fatally injured the late U.S. District Court Judge John Roll.  
 
Lunch and 1 hour CLE credit will be provided.  
 
For questions regarding the event, visit http://fbasd.org/ or contact Adam Van Susteren at  
adam@vansusteren.com. 

Professor  
Bryan Wildenthal   

http://fbasd.org/
mailto:adam@vansusteren.com
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The Marriage Decisions: The Impact for Your Clients  
September 17, 2013  

5:30 - 8:45 p.m. 

 

Presented by the San Diego County Bar Association and the Tom Homann LGBT Law Association 
 
Featuring: 
TJSL Professor Julie A. Greenberg, Esq. 
Larry A. Conway, Esq. 
Merrianne E. Dean, Esq. 
Lisa A. Frank, Esq. 
Ginger E. Jacobs, Esq. 
Mattheus E. Stephens, Esq. 
Bridget J. Wilson, Esq. 
 
 
Join the panel for an overview of the recent Supreme Court decisions on Prop 8 and DOMA, and the  
implications for California couples.  During this presentation, you will learn how to best advise couples in 
California.  This 3 hour program will provide not only an overview, but will address specific questions in 
a variety of areas of law including: 
 
• Tax implications including the marital deduction, estate tax and property transfers; 
• Estate planning implications for married same-sex couples; 
• Employment law implications for same-sex spouses; 
• Impact on military service members and their families; 
• The status of federal benefits and privileges available to same-sex couples; and 
• Immigration law and sponsorship of a same-sex spouse. 

Click here to register  
 
Registrations must be received by noon on September 12, 2013 to avoid the late fee. By register-
ing, you are agreeing not to record, photograph or otherwise capture any video or audio of this seminar. 
The SDCBA has the right to refuse registrations. Late registrants and walk-ins will incur a $10.00 late  
registration fee. Registration fees apply to the actual program being purchased and are not transferable 
to another seminar attendee or online program. Walk-ins will be accommodated as space allows and are 
not guaranteed meal service. Registrations will be held until 15 minutes after the published seminar start 
time. The SDCBA certifies that this activity has been approved for MCLE by the State Bar of California. 
 
Location: 
SDCBA Conference Center 
401 West A St., Ste. 120 (1st Fl.) 
San Diego CA 92101 

This CLE is worth: 3.0 GEN 

TJSL Professor  
Julie A. Greenberg 

https://www.sdcba.org/index.cfm?pg=events&evAction=showDetail&eid=13081&evSubAction=listMonth&calmonth=201309
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Julie A. Greenberg 
Presentations: 

Advancing the Intersex (DSD) Movement Through the Courts, National LGBT Bar Association Lavender Law  

Conference, San Francisco, CA (August 24, 2013) 

Presentations: 

Plenary Speaker, Still to Come: Looking Forward to the Next 25 Years, National LGBT Bar Association Lavender  

Law Conference, San Francisco, CA (August 24, 2013) 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
Presentations: 

Bombing Syria Would be Illegal, San Diego Coalition for Peace & Justice Peace Rally, Balboa Park, San Diego  

(August 31, 2013) 

Radio: 

Impending US attack on Syria, The Burt Cohen Show, WSCA, New Hampshire and Vermont (September 3, 2013) 

Radio: 

Obama's impending military attack against Syria, Take Action News, React Radio, Washington DC (August 31, 2013) 

Radio: 

Impending US bombing of Syria, The Michael Slate Show, KPFK (Pacifica), Los Angeles (August 30, 2013) 

Radio: 

Bradley Manning's sentence as it was pronounced, Up Front, KPFA (Pacifica), Berkeley, CA (August 21, 2013) 

Radio: 

Compensation for victims of Agent Orange, NY Mayor Bloomberg's criticism of judge's ruling requiring body cameras for 

police, George Zimmerman verdict and protection against racial profiling, Unwrapped, WRFG, Pacifica, Atlanta, GA 

(August 21, 2013) 

 
August 22, 2013  
TJSL is mentioned in UT San Diego article on the new Mammoths and Mastadons exhibit at the Natural  
History Museum. 
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2013/aug/22/san-diego-natural-history-museum-mammoths/ 

 

August 28, 2013  
Professor Marjorie Cohn's blog appeared in the Huffington Post  regarding the illegality of possible war  
on Syria. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marjorie-cohn/syria-civilians-violence_b_3826961.html 
 
September 3, 2013  
TJSL adds 2 members to board of trustees story appeared in the San Diego Daily Transcript.  
 

Citations Added August 25, 2013 - September 4, 2013 

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2013/aug/22/san-diego-natural-history-museum-mammoths/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marjorie-cohn/syria-civilians-violence_b_3826961.html
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

September 1 2 
 
Labor Day 
 

3 4 5 6 7 
 
3:30 
Alumni & 
Friends  
Tailgate  

8 9 10 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Fleming’s  
Presents The 
Art of Test 
Taking 
 
6 p.m. 
TJSL Veterans 
Self-Help Clin-
ic Student  
Training 

11 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Academic  
Success  
Smarter  
Outlines 

12 13 14 
 
9 a.m. 
Academic  
Success  
Multiple Choice 
Workshop  

15 16 
 
4 p.m. 
Burgers, Beer 
& Banter with 
Professor  
Richard  
Winchester 
Location: The 
Tilted Kilt 

17 
 
Constitution 
Day 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Federalist  
Society  
Supreme 
Court Preview 
Room 225 

18 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Academic  
Success  
Transitioning to 
Legal Writing II 

19 

11:30 a.m. – 
4:45 p.m.  
Sports Law 
Conference 
2013  
Room 325 

 

20 21 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER  


