
  

 

September 4, 2012 

Congratulations to TJSL’S Peggy Browning Fellows! 
  

Ben Lewis 3L and Ian Seruelo 2L will represent Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law at The Peggy Browning Fund’s Fourteenth Annual  
National Law Students Workers’ Rights Conference at the Conference 
Center at the Maritime Institute (just outside Baltimore, MD) in October 
12 – 13, 2012. Both students exemplify a strong commitment to public 
interest law and workplace justice and will join other conference  
participants from law schools across the country. 
 
“I am excited that I was selected,” said Seruelo.  “This workers' rights 

conference is a great opportunity and I look forward to having a deeper understanding of issues facing American 
and foreign workers and learning how I can be a more effective advocate for labor.”    
 
The Peggy Browning Fund is a nonprofit organization named after a prominent labor attorney and vigorous  
supporter of workers’ rights. 
 
“I am honored by the invitation to attend the Workers’ Rights Conference,” says Lewis. “I was chosen based on 
my level of interest and prior experience in labor and employment law. I worked for a nonprofit employment  
rehab center several years ago and I have always been interested in workplace rights and employment law.” 
 
Lewis recently completed an internship with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commissions (EEOC) in Balti-
more, where he worked on the research and analysis of three federal employee claims. He also served as a  
certified legal intern with TJSL’s Small Business Law Clinic.   
 
Seruelo has extensive experience advocating for workers and marginalized populations through journalism and 
research with other public interest organizations in the Philippines.  Now, as a Liaison Officer with the Philippine
-based Labor Party, he is working with Filipino migrant workers here in the U.S. who are victims of fraudulent 
recruitment schemes.  
 
“It is an honor to represent TJSL in a gathering of students from different law schools all over the country,”  
says Seruelo.   
 
The keynote speaker at this year’s conference is Craig Becker, General Counsel of the American Federation  
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) and a former member of the National Labor  
Relations Board (NLRB). 
 
The trip is being funded by TJSL and the Peggy Browning Fund. For more information about The Peggy Browning 
Fund, please visit www.peggybrowningfund.org or contact Maysa Eissa, Esq. in Career Services. 

(L to R) Ian Seruelo 2L , Ben Lewis 3L 

http://www.peggybrowningfund.org
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Excitement is building for the 2012 National Sports Law 
Negotiation Competition and Sports Law Symposium that 
will be held at Thomas Jefferson School of Law the week-
end of September 28 – 30.  This marks the second year of 
this prestigious competition that features teams from top 
law schools across the nation.   
  
The success and rapidly spreading reputation of the  
inaugural competition in 2011 has resulted in twice the  
number of participating teams for 2012.  This year, 80 
students will comprise 40 teams representing  28 differ-
ent law schools, including Harvard, Notre Dame and UC-
Berkeley.  They will compete by negotiating real sports 
law issues in an academic setting.  
 
The keynote speaker for this year’s event is sports super-
agent Leigh Steinberg, who is often credited as the inspi-
ration for the 1996 hit movie “Jerry Maguire.”  During his 
30-year career, Steinberg has represented more than  
150 professional athletes, including Steve Young, Troy 
Aikman and Oscar de la Hoya.  
 
 “NSLNC is going to be a great set of events this year be-
cause we have expanded on what the teams and public 
enjoyed last year while fine-tuning the entire competi-
tion,” said Jeremy Evans ’11, NSLNC’s Board Director who 
also is the event’s founder.  “Leigh Steinberg is a legend in 
the sports industry and having him and 28 law school 
teams from across the country here in San Diego is truly a 
pleasure and an honor.  We look forward to taking the 
competition to an even higher plateau.” 

The competition and symposium weekend will  
include taking in a San Diego Padres game from the 
private suites at Petco Park on Friday night to allow 
the law students and special guests some time for 
networking and mingling. 
  
On Saturday, September 28, the competition official-
ly kicks off and will challenge the participating 
teams with recent issues in sports law and negotia-
tions.  Saturday night’s program includes meeting 
the competition’s judges, including volunteers from 
San Diego’s legal community, and the keynote  
address by Leigh Steinberg.  The NSLNC Board also 
will announce the finalist teams.  Later Saturday 
night, there will be a complimentary mixer in the 
famous Gaslamp District of downtown San Diego  
for all guests and participating law students. 
  
Sunday’s program will include the championship 
final round of the competition and TJSL’s 11th  
Annual Sports Law Symposium, featuring sports 
agents, professionals and others who will discuss 
hot legal topics in the sports world.  Teams and 
guests will have time later on Sunday afternoon to 
explore “America’s Finest City.”  The public is invit-
ed to attend the symposium.  Tickets are $55 for the 
general public and can be purchased through the 
NSLNC website.  Discounted tickets are available  
for members of the San Diego County Bar Associa-
tion and the TJSL community. Law students may 
purchase tickets for  $25. 
 
“The competition has grown in just two years to  
become the premiere and only Sports Law Negotia-
tion Competition in the world,” says Jeremy Evans.  
“We look forward to further growth and giving back 
to the law students and sports community, provid-
ing trained and well-equipped lawyers and agents 
to better manage clients, employers, athletes,  
ball clubs, etc.” 
  
The competition is co-sponsored by TJSL’s new  
Center for Sports Law and Policy, directed by  
Distinguished Professor Rodney Smith,  the  
co-author of a widely used sports law casebook,  
a former member of the N.C.A.A. Division I Athletics 
Certification Steering Committee and a frequent 
commentator on sports law issues. 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc
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 Registered Competition Teams: 
Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College  
of Law – Tempe, AZ 
• Baylor University School of Law (2 teams)   
Waco, TX 
• California Western School of Law (2 teams)   
San Diego, CA 
• Chapman University School of Law (2 teams)   
Orange, CA 
• Fordham University School of Law (2 teams)  
New York, NY 
• George Mason University School of Law   
Arlington, VA 
• Golden Gate University School of Law  
San Francisco, CA 
• Harvard Law School – Cambridge, MA 
• Marquette University Law School  
Milwaukee, WI 
• Oklahoma City University School of Law  
Oklahoma City, OK 
• Pace University School of Law – White Plains, NY 
• Santa Clara University School of Law   
Santa Clara, CA 
• Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law  
(2 teams) – Dallas, TX 
• Southwestern Law School (2 teams)  
Los Angeles, CA 
• St. John's University School of Law – Queens, NY 
• The John Marshall Law School – Chicago, IL 
• The University of Mississippi "Ole Miss" School of Law  
University, MS 
• University of California, Hastings College of the Law  
(2 teams) – San Francisco, CA 
• University of California, Berkeley School of Law  
(Boalt Hall) - Berkely, CA 
• University of California, Irvine School of Law  
Irvine, CA 
• University of California, Los Angeles "UCLA" School  
of Law (2 teams) – Los Angeles, CA 
• University of Cincinnati College of Law  
Cincinnati, OH 
• University of Notre Dame Law School (2 teams)  
Notre Dame, IN 
• University of Georgia School of Law (2 teams)  
Athens, GA 
• University of San Diego School of Law (2 teams)  
 San Diego, CA 
• Western State University College of Law (2 teams)  
Fullerton, CA 
• Whittier Law School – Costa Mesa, CA 
• Willamette University College of Law – Salem, OR 
 
Website: http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc 

http://www.tjsl.edu/conferences/nslnc
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TJSL’s Student Org Fair is a Great Success 
 
The Student Org office was overflowing on Wednesday, 
August 29, with organization members and students  
interested in learning more about individual student  
orgs at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. 
  
“I honestly did not show up with the intention to join  
any organizations,” said Thomas Gennaro 1L. “I needed  
a study break and thought I would just grab a sandwich 
and check it out...Free food, why not?” 
  
But to Gennaro’s surprise, he says he ended up joining  
an organization anyway. 
  
“Because of my strong interest in Property Law and  
economics, I joined the Intellectual Property Law Associa-
tion. I also joined because Eugene Sismon started the 
group and he is an intelligent guy to work with.” 
  
Amy Louttit 2L is the Law Students for Reproductive  
Justice Event Chair and was excited about the turnout: 
“The Student Organization Fair was a huge success!  We 
recruited a great number of students and heard from 
many new recruits that they were happy they stopped by 
our booth, not just to enjoy our Co-President's delicious 
chocolate-peanut butter coated pretzels, but to learn 
more about what we actually do.” 
  
Kelly Hayes 3L is President of Public Interest Law  
Foundation and also was thrilled by the org fair outcome. 
"PILF was able to recruit more than 50 new members 
who are very interested in becoming more involved in 
the public interest legal field,” she said. “We know this 
year is going to be a great success for PILF and TJSL!" 
  
OUTlaw Co-President Sara Denton 2L said “It's always 
great when you see familiar faces taking time out of their 
busy schedules to represent and recruit for causes that 
are important to them. We will all be fellow colleagues 
one day, and by educating each other about the diversity 
within our school as well as the important legal issues we 
are facing, we provide networking opportunities and 
friendships for the future. We may even learn something 
new that we didn't even know we were interested in, and 
that's always fun and exciting.” 
  
To learn more about individual organizations, log onto 
the SBA website.  

 

Kelly Hayes 3L, PILF President & Rachel Weckhorst Espejo 2L, PILF Treasurer  

Camara Mathis 3L, Jared Clark 2L, Shantelee Christie 2L, Ryan Davis 2L, 
Antionette Scott 3L, Chase 2L  

Thomas Gennaro 1L & Sara Kate Denton 2L  

Amy Louttit 2L, LSRJ Event Chair  

http://www.tjsl.edu/sba
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Below are the statistics for the 2012  
Tax Season: 
 
 
Total Tax Returns Prepared:                      318 
Total Individuals Assisted:                         134 
Total Federal Refunds:                             
$114,771.00 
Total State Refunds:                                
$20,154.00 
Tax Preparation Fees Saved 
by the VITA Tax Clinic:                            
$14,925.00 
  
The student who operate VITA would also 
like to thank TJSL Professor Chris Guzelian 
for stepping in as faculty advisor to the clinic 
this tax season while Professor Richard Win-
chester was on sabbatical in Tunisia. 
  
VITA is one of several free clinics operated by 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law. Others in-
clude, The Small Business Law Center, The 
Art & Entertainment Law Protect, the Patent 
Clinic, the Trademark Clinic and the Veterans 
Legal Assistance Clinic. 
  
 
For more information about VITA: 
  
http://www.tjsl.edu/academics/jd-
programs/clinical-programs/tax-clinic 

 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law’s student-run 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Clinic ( VITA ) 
had a very successful year, helping more than 
300 people get their taxes done for free at the 
clinic. 
  
TJSL’s Tax Society makes tax preparation  
accessible to individuals who cannot afford it  
by running VITA, which provides FREE income 
tax return services to people in the San Diego  
community.  
  
Now in its 15th year, IRS-certified student  
volunteers provide free basic income tax return 
preparation to qualified individuals in local 
communities. Volunteers inform taxpayers 
about special tax credits for which they may 
qualify such as Earned Income Tax Credit, Child 
Tax Credit, and Credit for the Elderly or the  
Disabled.  
  
“Our TJSL students volunteers attend an IRS 
training class and are required to pass an IRS 
Certification test before prepare tax returns,” 
said Ana Apacible of TJSL’s Tax Society.  “They 
dedicate time every week from their busy 
schedule to help students as well a community 
members in an effort to save them time and 
money from going to paid tax preparers.” 
  
The VITA Clinic was open 3 times a week for a 
total of 135 hours.  

http://www.tjsl.edu/academics/jd-programs/clinical-programs/tax-clinic
http://www.tjsl.edu/academics/jd-programs/clinical-programs/tax-clinic
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Professor Templin 
speaks on IP  
Infringement in China 

 

TJSL Professor Ben Templin  
recently returned from Tokyo, 
where he gave a lecture at 
Waseda University titled 

“Intellectual Property Infringement in China: 
Recent Case Studies.” Professor Templin  
discussed recent statistics on piracy in China 
and the international intellectual property legal 
regimes that are exerting pressure on Chinese 
officials to improve enforcement.  

 

The discussion looked at three recent case  
studies and the effectiveness of both legal and 
non-legal strategies in deterring and resolving 
issues involving intellectual property rights.  

 

The three case studies included: Michael’s  
Jordan’s trademark infringement lawsuit 
against Qiaodan Sports, the dispute between 
Apple Computer and Proview over ownership 
of the iPad trademark in China, and litigation 
involving theft of trade secrets by Chinese wind 
turbine manufacturer, Sinovel. In each case, 
Professor Templin, who teaches IP, contracts 
and administrative law, explored whether  
non-legal strategies would produce better  
outcomes than criminal prosecution or civil  
litigation.  

Professor Cohn Speaks  
on National Security  
and Torture 

 

The Campaigning for Human 
Rights organization invited TJSL 
Professor Marjorie Cohn to speak 
on the topic of “National Security 

and Torture” at the La Jolla Library on Wednes-
day, Aug. 29. 

 

Professor Cohn, who teaches International Human 
Rights Law at TJSL, in addition to Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence, is a frequent 
lecturer throughout the world on international 
human rights and U.S. foreign policy. The former 
president of the National Lawyers Guild, she also 
is the author of The United States and Torture:   
Interrogation, Incarceration, and Abuse and Rules 
of Disengagement and Cowboy Republic:  Six Ways 
the Bush Gang Has Defied the Law.  

 

Professor Cohn was joined by another speaker, 

Sam Nejabat, who is the founder of Campaigning 

for Human Rights. The non-profit organization 

collaborates with other human rights organiza-

tions to disseminate information with the goal of 

creating change around the world and educating 

people about human rights violations.   
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 An announcement 
from Professor Kreit, 
the Director of the 
Center for Law &  
Social Justice.    

 

An organization called the 
New Leaders Council is 
recruiting fellows for their 
upcoming Institute and 

they will be holding an information session  
specifically for lawyers and law students this 
coming Thursday.  Here is the information from  
a contact of mine who is on the organization's 
board: 

  

The New Leaders Council  works to train and 
support the progressive political entrepreneurs 
of tomorrow - trendsetters, elected oficials and 
civically-engaged leaders in business and indus-
try who will shape the landscape.  

 

This is achieved primarily through the NLC Insti-
tute. The NLC Institute is a program that equips 
Fellows with the skills, opportunities, and rela-
tionships to make change in San Diego.  

  

Info Sessions Details: 

Date: Thursday September 6th 
Time: 5:30 PM 
Location: Latham and Watkins, LLP 

600 W Broadway # 1800, San Diego, CA 92101 
Host(s): 

Brittany Syz, Associate, Solomon Minton Cardinal 
LLP 

Aaron Friberg, Associate, Latham and Watkins, 
LLP 

RSVP: http://www.eventbrite.com/
event/4234431298 

  

TJSL’s Annual Red Cross Blood Drive is coming 
up on Thursday, September 6.   
 
The Bloodmobile will be set up in front of the law 
school on Island Avenue and will be accepting 
blood donations from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
  
Everyone participating will receive a Free Appetiz-
er Coupon from Mimi’s Cafe , get a two for one  
Padres ticket deal and will be entered in a regional 
drawing for a $1,500 American Express Gift Card. 
  
The Red Cross says Type-O donors are especially 
needed now. 
  
If you’d like to participate, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org and use the Code: TJSL. 

  

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/4234431298
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/4234431298
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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 TJSL’s 17th Annual Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament is coming up on Friday October 5, and due to the high volume  

of requests from students looking to register at the student discounted rate, the Alumni Office will use a lottery system to 

determine the fifteen students to receive the student discount. Please email alumni@tjsl.edu by Tuesday, September 4 if you 

would like to enter your name in the lottery. Those who enter by September 4 will be notified September 5.   

mailto:alumni@tjsl.edu
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Citations Submitted Aug. 26, 2012 - Sep. 1, 2012 
 
 

Benjamin Templin 
Presentations: 
Presenter, Intellectual Property Infringement in China: Recent Case Studies, Waseda Uni-
versity, Tokya, Japan (July 17, 2012) 

 

 

Marjorie Cohn 
Presentations: 
Presenter, National Security and Torture (with Sam Nejabat), Campaigning for Human 
Rights, La Jolla Library, La Jolla, CA (August 29, 2012) 

 

Radio: 
Compensation for victims of Agent Orange, impending attack on Iran, issues in Republi-
can convention, TalkBack!, WBAI, New York (August 27, 2012) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday 

02 03 

Labor Day 

No Classes 

Library 
Closed 

 

04 
 
1L Advising  
Session 11:30  
Room 325 
 
Library Mini 
Class Good Study 
Habits / Noon 
Using Thomcat 
12:15 
4th Floor  
Learning  
Center 
 
 

 

05 
 
LSRJ Meeting  
11:45 a.m. 
Room 320 
 

MELSA Meeting 
Noon Room 216 
 

ELS Meet & Greet 
5 p.m. 
Location: Basic  
Pizza 
 
1L Advising  
5 p.m. Room 318 

06 
 

Red Cross Blood 
Drive  

9:30 a.m. -3:30 

p.m. Blood Mobil 

will be located in 
front of TJSL. 

 

Library Mini Class 

11:30 / 4th Floor 
Learning Center 

 

PAD Meeting 

Noon / Room 323 
Alumni Mixer 5 

p.m. Beer Compa-

ny, 602 Down-

town SD 

07 
 
Library Mini 

Class  

2:15 - 2:30  
4th Floor  

Learning Center 

Library Mini 

Class - Secondary 
Material - Trea-

tises  

2:30 - 2:45  

4th Floor Learn-

ing Center 

08 
 
PAD Initiation 
10:30 a.m.  
Location Moot 
Court Room 

09 10 
 

Library Mini 
Class Secondary 
Material   
American Law  
Reports  
11:30  
4th Floor  
Learning Center 

Student Org  
Presidents  
Meeting 
4:30  - 5:30 
Room 320 

11 
 
JLR Meeting 
Noon  
Location 216 

12 13 

Be sure to 
keep up with 
TJSL on the 
official TJSL 
Twitter page 
at 
www. 
twitter. 
com/tjsl 

14 

 

Don’t forget 
to check  us 
out on the 
TJSL Official 
Facebook 
page!  
http://www.faceb
ook.com/profile.p
hp?id=10000090
7549480#!/pages
/Thomas-
Jefferson- 
School-

15 
 

TJSL’s new  
incoming class 
has started a  
Facebook page 
for new  
students to get 
to know each  
other:  
Thomas  
Jefferson 
School of Law 
Class of 2015 

16 17 
 
2L Advising  
Session 
11:30 a.m. 
Room 227 

18 
 
2L Advising  
Session 
4:30 p.m.  
Room 323 

19 
 
Library Mini 
Class  
Noon 
4th Floor  
Learning Center 

20 21 
 
Library Mini 
Class  
2:15 
4th Floor  
Learning  
Center 

22 

 
September  

http://www.twitter.com/tjsl
http://www.twitter.com/tjsl
http://www.twitter.com/tjsl
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000907549480#!/pages/Thomas-Jefferson-School-of-Law/72314632713?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tjsl15/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tjsl15/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tjsl15/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tjsl15/



